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Newest άHotέ Projects - Fiction 
¶ Bedlam South by Mark Grisham and David Donaldson 

¶ ButcherΩs War by Mark Grisham and David Donaldson 

¶ Wicked River by Mark Grisham and David Donalson 

¶ The Gendarme by M.T. Mustian 

¶ The Compound (young adult fiction) by Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen 

¶ Good Enough to Eat (commercial womenΩs fiction) by Stacey Ballis 

¶ Patient One (medical thriller) by Leonard Goldberg 

 

Newest άHotέ Projects - Nonfiction 
¶ Haunted Heart: The Life and Times of Stephen King by Lisa Rogak 

¶ {ŀǾƛƴƎ ²Ƙŀǘ wŜƳŀƛƴǎΥ ! 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ wŜǎŎǳŜ IŜǊ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ-{ǳǊǾƛǾƻǊ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
Ancestors by Livia Bitton-Jackson 

¶ L 5ƻƴΩǘ Care About Your Band: Lessons I Learned from Romantic Disappointment by Julie 
Klausner 

¶ The Cheerleader Fitness Plan by Lindsay Brin 

¶ 11,002 Things to Be Miserable About by Lia Romeo & Nick Romeo 

¶ Elton John: The Biography by Mark Bego 

¶ The Peace Corps: The First 50 Years by Stanley Meisler 

¶ When the Sassoons Met the Beers by Yehuda Koren & Eilat Negev 

¶ A Solitary War: The U.S. in Iraq, and its Global Lessons by Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz 

¶ Capsicums: The Illustrated Guide to Identifying, Growing, Harvesting, and Preserving 
Peppers by Dave DeWitt and Paul Bosland 

¶ Crossing Hitler: The Man Who Put the Nazis on the Witness Stand by Benjamin Carter Hett 

¶ Dark Genius: The Story of Roger Ailes, the Man Behind Fox News by Kerwin Swint 

¶ A Boy Named Shel: The Biography of Shel Silverstein by Lisa Rogak 

¶ PEACE: The Biography of a Symbol by Ken Kolsbun 
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¶ K Blows Top: A Comic Cold War Interlude by Peter Carlson 

¶ Cruel & Unusual: Punishment in America by Anne-Marie Cusac 

¶ The Lover of Unreason: Biography of Assia Wevill by Yehuda Koren & Eilat Negev 

¶ Da VinciΩs Kitchen: A Secret History of Italian Cuisine by Dave DeWitt 

¶ Kofi Annan: A Man of Peace in a World of War by Stanley Meisler 

¶ Billy Joel: The Biography by Mark Bego 

¶ Taming the Spirited Child by Michael Popkin, Ph.D. 

¶ Read the Beatles by June Skinner Sawyers 

¶ Real Men DonΩt Say άSplendidέ: A Lexicon of Unmanliness by Michael Gorman 

¶ Barack Obama in His Own Words edited by Lisa Rogak 

¶ Embracing the Infidel: Stories of Muslim Migrants on the Journey West by Behzad 
Yaghmaian 

 

Additional Selected Fiction Rights Controlled by Mendel Media 
¶ The Spinster Sisters (commercial womenΩs fiction) by Stacey Ballis 

¶ Room for Improvement (commercial womenΩs fiction) by Stacey Ballis 

¶ Inappropriate Men and Sleeping Over (chick lit) by Stacey Ballis 

¶ Gullboy (literary fiction) by Wade Rubenstein 

¶ ά5ŜŀŘƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ά[ŜǘƘŀƭέ {ŜǊƛŜǎ (medical thrillers) by Leonard Goldberg 

 

Additional Selected Nonfiction Rights Controlled by Mendel Media 
¶ The Panda Principles (gift) by Ray Strobel 

¶ Breaking Ground (memoir) by Daniel Libeskind 

¶ Dr. SprinkleΩs Spectacular Sex (self help) by Annie Sprinkle 

¶ The Man Behind the Da Vinci Code: Biography of Dan Brown by Lisa Rogak 

¶ Dr. Robert Atkins: The True Story by Lisa Rogak 

¶ The Spicy Food LoverΩs Bible by Dave DeWitt and Nancy Gerlach 

¶ Dr. BBQΩs Big-Time Barbecue (cookbook) by Ray άDr. BBQέ Lampe 

¶ Dr. BBQΩs άBarbecue All Year Long!έ Cookbook by Ray άDr. BBQέ Lampe 

¶ Cat Be Good (pets) by Annie Bruce 

 

Active Parenting Publishers / Rights Controlled by Mendel Media 
¶ Doc PopΩs 52 Weeks of Active Parenting by Michael Popkin, Ph.D. 

¶ The Thank You Book for Kids: Hundreds of Creative, Cool, and Clever Ways to Say Thank 
You! by Ali Lauren Spizman 
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¶ The Thank You Book: Hundreds of Clever, Meaningful and Purposeful Ways to Say Thank 
You by Robyn Freedman Spizman 

¶ Winning with the Velvet Touch: Introducing a Breakthrough Approach for Getting People 
on Your Side by Richard Stern 
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The Mendel Media Group LLC is an independent New York-based literary agency representing 
both U.S. and foreign rights. Our clientele includes both fiction writers and nonfiction writers, 

the latter group comprised mainly of professional journalists and very senior academics 
writing for the broadest possible trade readership, and author-experts writing prescriptive 
books. Areas include narrative nonfiction, history, current events, Jewish topics, personal 
finance and economics, show business, health, mass culture, sports, politics, science and 

biography. 
 

Scott Mendel, Managing Partner 
Mendel Media Group LLC 
115 West 30th Street, Suite 800 
New York, NY 10001 
(646)239-9896 voice / (212) 685-4717 fax 
scott@mendelmedia.com 
www.mendelmedia.com 
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NEWEST άHOTέ PROJECTS - FICTION 
 
 

ANNOUNCING A NEW NOVELIST, FROM THE FAMILY OF JOHN GRISHAM 

 

 

 
Mark Grisham & David Donaldson 
 
BEDLAM SOUTH 
 
BUTCHERΩS WAR 
 
WICKED RIVER 
 

 
Bedlam South (Releasing October 7, 2008)  
Set in the heart of the Confederacy, Bedlam South is the story of ordinary people who fought and suffered, and 
loved and lost, during the U.S. Civil War. The novel begins and ends in an insane asylum outside Richmond, 
Virginia, as it interweaves the fates of its characters in a panoramic view of the Civil War. The asylum's chaos and 
internal strife echo the military and personal battles taking place over four years. The story begins in 1862, when 
Dr. Joseph Bryarly leaves England to head Richmond's Wingate Asylum, run by the sadistic and scarred Captain 
Samuel Percy. Bryarly launches his own war battling the Captain on behalf of the inmates, while also battling his 
own demons. On the frontlines near Fredericksburg, seventeen-year-old Zeke Gibson joins his brother, Corporal 
Billy Gibson. In the midst of heavy fighting, they are separated. Each embarks on a path that will take him deep 
into madness, and into a struggle for survival as the war progresses and their fates become intertwined with Dr. 
Bryarly's. 
 
Butcher's War 
Butcher's War is set during the Atlanta campaign of the U.S. Civil War and climaxes with Sherman's infamous 
march to the sea. It is a story of survival, heartache, love and revenge. Silas Butcher, a native born Philadelphian 
and fifth generation farmer, elevates himself by his own determination to become an educated banker. He is a 
man of strong religious conviction. Through cruel twists of fate, his seven year-old daughter dies of polio, and is 
buried the very day Silas and his two sons depart for war. His distraught wife commits suicide later the same day. 
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Two years later, Butcher leads Union troops in a battle on the bloody hillsides of Missionary Ridge. His two sons 
are killed, while under his command. Devastated, Silas is now alone, without any family, bereft of his faith in God, 
and without hope. He volunteers to lead a command of Sherman's shock troops, or "bummers," which precede the 
main army as it marches across the south, burning everything in its path. During his sadistic campaign of revenge 
and brutality against those civilians in the South he holds responsible for the destruction of his family, Silas Butcher 
may have only one chance to rediscover and, possibly, to recover his humanity. The battle that now rages within 
him, unleashed on the South and against the spirit of God, threatens to destroy him in the same way it threatens 
to destroy the moral standing of the North's cause during Sherman's fiery march to the sea. 
 
Wicked River 
Wicked River is set in the deep South during the year leading up to the U.S. Civil War. Wicked River is an epic tale of 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǎŜȄ ǎƭŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘŜΦ tƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΣ Ƙatred, revenge, redemption, great joy, unbearable 
sorrow, abuse, and liberation are interwoven as the action moves down the Mississippi River to an ancient and 
haunted plantation known to a handful of local Cajuns and woman-hunters. The book paints panoramic portraits 
of life in the antebellum Mississippi Delta and of slavery in all its forms: economic, ethnic, cultural, marital, social, 
and sexual. Six individual story strands ultimately converge in a powerful climax that takes place at Wicked River. 
 
Mark Grisham owns and operates a construction equipment company in Mississippi. He went to college at Ole 
Miss and at Arkansas State University, where he played football and majored in history. At ASU his passion for Civil 
War history caught fire, and he began reading voraciously about the subject. Mark is the younger brother of 
internationally bestselling novelist John Grisham. David R. Donaldson, Ph.D., is the founder, CEO/President of 
Impact Missions, Inc., a North Mississippi charity that provides counseling and residential care to needy children 
and families in the Mid-South. David has worked as a clinical mental health doctor for the past ten years, 
emphasizing faith-based marriage and family counseling. Prior to Impact Missions, David managed logistics and 
production at a number of companies, including Fortune 500 companies. A resident of northern Mississippi for 
more than forty-two years, David now lives with his family on a 250-acre farm in Sardis, Mississippi.  Their website 
is at www.bedlamsouth.com. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ Bedlam South:  US English language, Borders/State Street Press, 2008 

Materials available:  pdf galley of Bedlam South; manuscripts for ButcherΩs War and Wicked River 

 
 

 

 
M.T. Mustian 
 
THE GENDARME 

An epic novel described as The Madonnas of Leningrad meets The Bastard of Istanbul, this is the story of a 92-year 
old man, Emmett Conn, who fought for the Ottoman Empire in World War I, was injured and lost much of his prior 
memory.  After the war he emigrated to the U.S. and married, worked as a plumber and contractor, fathered two 
children.  At the end of his life a brain tumor brings memories of things long suppressed, memories of the war and 
before.  He begins to have dreams, repetitive in nature, of leading a group of refugees on a trek through the 

http://www.bedlamsouth.com/
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desert.  Gradually he comes to realize his role as a gendarme, escorting Armenians out of Ottoman Turkey.  One of 
the deportees is a 15-year old girl, Araxie. After his attempt to rape her he somehow bonds with and seeks to 
protect her, to escort her safely into Syria.  When they reach the Syrian city of Aleppo he attempts to remain, to be 
near her, even though he is obligated to return to the Ottoman Army.  He is attacked there, by one of his fellow 
ƎŜƴŘŀǊƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘΦ  9ƳƳŜǘǘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊǎ ƘŜ 
helped perpetuate.  Buffeted, concerned for his own sanity, and without telling his family, he determines to try 
and find this woman, to make sense of his life and what he has lostτthe novel is the story of how he sets out in 
secret to find Araxie, if she is still alive, and beg for her forgiveness. 
 
M.T. Mustian is an attorney, and an elected Commissioner on the City Council of Tallahassee, the capital city of 
Florida.  An Armenian-American writer, his family has lived in the U.S. for several generations. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ English language in North America, Amy Einhorn Books/Putnam, 2010 

¶ Italian, Piemme 

¶ Hebrew, Kinneret 

¶ Brazilian Portuguese, Record 

¶ French, Presses de la Cité 

¶ Spanish (world), Esfera de los Libros 

¶ Greek, Oceanida 

Materials available:  manuscript 

 
 

 

 
Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen 

 
THE COMPOUND 

 
American Library Association,  

2009 Best Books for Young Adults Nominee 
2009 Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers Nominee 

Who said Father knows best? In these times of high alerts and Homeland Security, the idea of a safe underground 
shelter is reassuringτor is it? Get ready to be creeped out by this deliciously shocking thriller, which features a 
father as twisted as Jack Torrance in The Shining and as insaneτyet magneticτas Allie Fox in The Mosquito Coast. 
This family is so damaged, so traumatized...so trapped. Fifteen-year-old Eli and his family have lived in the 
Compound for six years. Eli's father is a techno-visionary and billionaire. He has prepared for his family's survival in 
the event of a worldwide calamity. Eli never thought he would have to live in the Compound. But the world they 
knew is gone. Eli's father built the Compound to keep them safe. Now, they can't get out. He won't let them. This 
debut thriller is perfect for teens who like their movies creepy and their books suspenseful.  
 
After living on Midway Atoll in the center of the Pacific Ocean for nearly three years, Stephanie Stuve-Bodeen now 
lives in the state of Washington, not far from Mount St. HelenΩs. Stephanie is a faculty member of the Whidbey 
WriterΩs Workshop MFA program there, and she is the author of several widely-reviewed and award-winning 
books that have become favorites of parents, librarians and teachers: WeΩll Paint the Octopus Red (Woodbine 
House, 1998); ElizabetiΩs Doll (Lee & Low, 1998); Mama Elizabeti (Lee & Low, 2000); ElizabetiΩs School (Lee & Low, 
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2002); BabuΩs Song (Lee & Low, 2003); The Best Worst Brother (Woodbine House, 2005); A Small Brown Dog With a 
Wet Pink Nose (Little, Brown, forthcoming in 2008);  
 
Her books have been awarded a number of major prizes, including the: 

Ezra Jack Keats Book Award Africana Book Award  

ParentsΩ Choice Foundation Award American Library Association Award 
 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ English language in North America, Feiwel & Friends/Macmillan, 2008 

¶ Scholastic Book Fair selection 

¶ Unabridged and Abridged Audiobook, Brilliance/Amazon 

¶ Dutch, Black Pimento/FMB Uitgevers 

¶ German, Oetinger 

¶ Vietnamese, Tan Viet 

¶ Chinese (Taiwan), CTW Culture 

Materials available:  PDF of galley pages or bound book 

What people are saying about this book: 

Bodeen, acclaimed as the writer of such picture books as Elizabeti's Doll, turns out a high-wire act of a first novel, a 
thriller that exerts an ever-tighter grip on readers. Eli, the 15-year-old son of a billionaire techno-preneur, has 
spent the last six years with his family in the massive underground shelter his father has built, knowing that 
nuclear war has destroyed the world he knowsτand killed his grandmother and his twin brother, who couldn't 
reach the compound in time. With nine years to go before the air outside will be safe to breathe again, the food 
supply shows signs of running out, but Eli's father has a solutionτprovided they jettison all morals and ethics. 
Repulsed and already suspicious, Eli begins investigating his father's claims, and sets up a family death match 
against a man who grows increasingly irrational and sinister but no less powerful. As far-fetched as the premise 
may be, Bodeen keeps Eli's actions true to life and uses clues planted fairly and in plain sight. The audience will feel 
the pressure closing in on them as they, like the characters, race through hairpin turns in the plot toward a 
breathless climax. 

 - Publishers Weekly (starred review)  
 
Ever since their world was destroyed by a nuclear attack, 15-year-old Eli and his family have lived in the 
Compound, a state-of-the-art bomb shelter built by his billionaire father. Despite having every comfort, Eli is 
ƘŀǳƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǿƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘΦ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
sanity after an inventory miscalculation threatens their survival and his dad hatches a morally corrupt plan to 
άŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦέ 9ƭƛΩǎ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊǎ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǎƛƎƴŀƭ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
ƻƭŘ ƭŀǇǘƻǇΦ 5ƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΚ ²Ƙȅ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 9ƭƛΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿant to keep his family 
underground? Debut novelist Bodeen effectively builds the claustrophobic suspense with each chapter as readers 
slowly discover the Compound is not the refuge it seems. Combining elements of Margaret Peterson Haddix's 
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Running Out of Time όмффрύ ŀƴŘ YŀȊǳƻ LǎƘƛƎǳǊƻΩǎ Never Let Me Go (2005), published for adults, this post-
apocalyptic thriller will also pique the interest of Nancy Werlin and L.J. Adlington fans. 
 - Booklist  
 
A teen questions the world his father has created and finds some shocking answers. Fifteen-year-old Eli and his 
family live in the Compound, a state-of-the-art underground shelter designed by their billionaire father to 
withstand a nuclear attack and protect them for the "next fifteen years in luxurious comfort." After six years of 
isolation, Eli still thinks about his twin brother Eddy and his grandmother, who were "accidentally" left behind the 
fateful night his father herded everyone else into the Compound and locked the door. Eli wonders why his mother 
keeps producing children, why his father stays in his locked study and why certain supplies are running out. When 
Eli unexpectedly connects to the Internet, he discovers his father has sealed them away from the real world. As his 
awareness of reality grows, Eli matures from a callow kid into a caring person who knows it's up to him to save his 
family. Suspenseful and riveting, this debut novel raises serious issues about what it means to survive. (Fiction. 
12+) 
 - Kirkus Reviews 
 
When Eli was nine, his autocratic billionaire father led his family into the Compound, an extravagant underground 
bunker built to protect them against nuclear war. After receiving word that a strike had been launched, they had 
forty minutes to get inside and lock the door behind them (a door onƭȅ 9ƭƛΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴύΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƻǎΣ 
9ƭƛΩǎ ǘǿƛƴ 9ŘŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŦ-ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ άŜǾƛƭ ǘǿƛƴΣέ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ōƛǘǘŜǊ Ǝǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻƴŜƭƛƴŜǎǎΦ bƻǿ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǿƛƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ Řƛǎquieting plans for 
supplementing it, he begins to question the one constant of his restricted existence: is the outside world really 
ƎƻƴŜΚ ¢ƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳŜǎΣ ƘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǎǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘΣ ŜǾŜƴ 
cruel, teƴŘŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ .ƻŘŜŜƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ-packed writing conveys through apt detail the Compound 
environmentτphysical and emotionalτand its subtly debilitative effects. As the plot builds from unease to 
intrigue to outright peril, Eli believably and satisfyingly grows from a spoiled, disturbed bully to the persuasive and 
empathetic (if still disturbed) man of the family. Taking full advantage of a unique premise, this tense portrait of a 
family in crisis probes the psychological and moral costs of survival. 
 - The Horn Book  
 

 
 

 

 
Stacey Ballis 
 
GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT 

After three years of hard work, Melanie Hoffman thinks that all her lifelong dreams are coming true.  To end a 
lifelong struggle with obesity, she has dieted and exercised diligently to lose half her body weight, while becoming 
a chef and opening a healthy gourmet take-out café which is just beginning to show a small profit.  Then her 
husband of nearly ten years leaves her.  For a woman twice her size.  Melanie is now forced to do what no woman 
of 40 wants to contemplateτstart over.  With emotions running high and financial pressures looming, Melanie 
meets Nadia, a 24 year-old rudderless enigma with calico pink hair, infectious energy, and nowhere to live. 
 Bringing Nadia both into her home and into her business is a leap of faith for a woman unused to leaping.  But if 
everything you thought you knew about yourself and your life is upside-down, you have no alternative but to make 
new, and sometimes scary, choices. In risk lies reward, in her business, in her life and even in love, as a new man 
enters her world and makes a place for himself.  Melanie is slowly finding out that tough times and self-discovery 
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are much like a great meal, infinitely better with good friends at your side. 
 
Stacey BallisΩ web site is at www.staceyballis.com. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ English language in North America, Berkley/Penguin, 2009 

Materials available:  manuscript   

 
 

 

 
Leonard Goldberg 
 
PATIENT ONE 

In this άDie Hardέ-like story in a medical setting, a suddenly-ill U.S. President and visiting Russian President are 
taken hostage by Chechen terrorists in a university hospital, where a dormant Jason Bourne figure is a doctor on 
the medical staffτand may be the PresidentΩs only hope for survival.  
 
Leonard Goldberg is the internationally bestselling author of the Joanna Blalock series of medical thrillers. His 
novels, acclaimed by critics as well as fellow authors, have been translated into a dozen languages and sold more 
than a million copies worldwide. His publishers include New American Library, Dutton and Signet in the US, 
Ullstein, Plaza y Janes, Presses Poches, Payot et Rivages, Zysk, Ikar, Zlatarog, and others. Leonard Goldberg is 
himself a consulting physician affiliated with the UCLA Medical Center, where he holds an appointment as Clinical 
Professor of Medicine. A highly sought-after expert witness in medical malpractice trials, he is board certified in 
internal medicine, hematology and rheumatology, and has published over a hundred scientific studies in peer-
reviewed journals. The books, published in the U.S. by Dutton and Signet, include Deadly Medicine, A Deadly 
Practice, Deadly Care, Deadly Harvest, Deadly Exposure, Lethal Measures, Fatal Care, Brainwaves and Fever Cell. 
Dr. GoldbergΩs novels have been selections of the Book of the Month Club, French and Czech book clubs, and The 
Mystery Guild. They have been featured as People magazineΩs άPage-Turner of the Week,έ as well as at the 
International Book Fair in Budapest. The series has been optioned on several occasions for development as a 
motion picture or television project. His web site is at www.leonardgoldberg.com. 
 

Rights already licensed:  TBA 

Materials available:  Final manuscript   

What critics say about this authorΩs books: 

¶ άFascinating...devilishέ (People magazine) 

¶ άCool cuttings by a sure hand...scalpel-edgedέ (Kirkus) 

¶ άImaginative, murderous...captures the top shelf in the mystery worldέ (Kansas City Star) 

¶ άCompelling and suspensefulέ (Associated Press) 

¶ άDiabolicalέ (Virginian Pilot) 

¶ άA medical thriller ς with uniquely ghastly murdersέ (Los Angeles Times Book Review) 

¶ άBone-chilling and provocativeέ (Tulsa World) 

¶ άFascinating and fast movingέ (Booklist) 

¶ άRushes along at a brisk clipέ (Chicago Tribune) 

http://www.staceyballis.com/
http://www.leonardgoldberg.com/
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¶ άA page-turner with medical realism and characters who command our sympathiesέ (Charleston Post and 
Courier) 

¶ άOutstanding specimens of suspenseέ (Knoxville News-Sentinel) 

¶ άThe stuff of nightmaresέ (Library Journal) 
 

His best-selling novels have also been praised by fellow writers as: 

¶ άLoaded with suspense and believable charactersέ (T. Jefferson Parker) 

¶ άMedical suspense at its bestέ (Michael Palmer) 
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NEWEST άHOTέ PROJECTS - NONFICTION 
 

 

 

 
Lisa Rogak 
 
HAUNTED HEART: 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF STEPHEN KING  
 

This will be the first full-length biography of one of the worldΩs most popular and mysterious authors. One of the 
most prolific and popular authors in the world today, Stephen King's writing has become part of pop culture 
history. But who is the man behind these tales of horror, grief, and the supernatural? Where do these ideas come 
from? And what drives him to keep writing at a breakneck pace after a thirty year career? In this unauthorized 
biography, Lisa Rogak reveals the troubled background and lifelong fears that inspire one of the twentieth 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅϥǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΦ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŀǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŀǘ ōŜǎǘΦ Iƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǾŜǊƛǎƘŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ 
Maine and early marriage hardly spelled out the likelihood of a blossoming literary career. But his unflagging work 
ethic and a ceaseless flow of ideas put him on the path to success. It came in a flash, and the side effects of sudden 
stardom and seemingly unlimited wealth soon threatened to destroy his work and, worse, his life. But he survived 
and has since continued to rite at a level of originality few authors could ever hope to match. Despite his dark and 
disturbing work, Stephen King has become revered by critics and his countless fans as an All-American voice more 
akin to Mark Twain than H.P. Lovecraft. Haunted Heart chronicles his story, revealing the character of a man who 
has created some of the most memorable --and frightening-- stories found in literature today.  
 
Lisa Rogak is the author of more than forty books, on topics ranging from nutrition and wellness to cooking and 
politics. She has written for many newspapers and major magazines, and her books have been covered both by 
book industry writers and in off-the-book-page media. Her works have been reviewed and otherwise mentioned in 
The Wall Street Journal, Parade magazine, USA Today, Family Circle, and hundreds of other publications. She 
appeared on Oprah as the featured guest in a show about small towns, to promote her book Moving to the 
Country Once and For All. RogakΩs book, Howard Dean in His Own Words (St. MartinΩs Press, 2003), made the 
BookSense Extended List in January 2004, and her book, The Man Behind The Da Vinci Code: An Unauthorized 
Biography of Dan Brown (Andrews McMeel, 2006), has been published in 29 languages around the world.  Her 
website is at www.lisarogak.com. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ North America, English language, Thomas Dunne/St. MartinΩǎ tǊŜǎǎΣ ƘŀǊŘŎƻǾŜǊ нллф 

¶ UK, English language, JR Books, hardcover 2009 

¶ Bulgarian, Riva 

¶ Russian, AST 

¶ Chinese (mainland), Shanghai Gaotan 

¶ Hungarian, Európa 
 

http://www.lisarogak.com/


Mendel Media Group LLC / International Rights List ς October 2008 Page 13 
 
 

Please direct rights inquiries to: scott@mendelmedia.com 

Materials available:  manuscript or bound galley 

 
 

 

 
Livia Bitton-Jackson 
 
SAVING WHAT REMAINS: 
! 5!¦DI¢9wΩ{ aL{{Lhb ¢h w9{/¦9 I9w 
HOLOCAUST-SURVIVOR MOTH9wΩ{ 
ANCESTORS 
 
(A Memoir) 
 

¢ƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΣ ŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ 
disinter the bones of her ancestors for reburial in Israel.  IŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŘŀƳ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ on the 
Danube will flood the Jewish graveyard in their home village, permanently obliterating the last visible evidence of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǎƻƧƻǳǊƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ  The author cannot refuse her mother.  But she also is a criminal in her home 
country, having ŦƭŜŘ άƛƭƭŜƎŀƭƭȅέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
States and, eventually, in Israel.  How will she return, then, dig up the graves of her grandparents, and bring them 
to Israel for reburial without herself being arrested in the process, in the very land she fled immediately following 
ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΚ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ 
ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊΩǎ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜΦ 
 
Livia Bitton-Jackson waǎ ōƻǊƴ [ƛǾƛŀ 9ƭǾƛǊŀ CǊŜƛŘƳŀƴƴΣ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά9ƭƭƛΣέ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нуΣ мфом ƛƴ {ƻƳƻǊƧŀΣ ŀ 
small town in Hungary.  Ms. Bitton-Jackson has written numerous autobiographical accounts of her experiences, 
for both children and adult readers. Her adult publications include Elli: Coming of Age in the Holocaust (Times 
Books/Random House, 1980) and Madonna or Courtesan?: The Jewish Woman in Christian Literature (Seabury 
Press, 1983; Harper/Row, 1990). Her award-winning titles for children, which have become classics of the genre, 
include I have Lived a Thousand Years: Growing Up in the Holocaust (Simon & Schuster, 1997) and Hello, America: 
! wŜŦǳƎŜŜΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ !ǳǎŎƘǿƛǘȊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ²ƻǊƭŘ (Simon & Schuster, 2005). For over thirty years Ms. Bitton-
Jackson has written a column on women in Jewish history for the New York weekly, The Jewish Press.  Her doctoral 
dissertation, Zionism in Hungary, was published by Herzl Press.  

Rights already licensed: 

¶ English, Lyons Press/Globe Pequot, 2009 
 

Materials available:  manuscript 
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Julie Klausner 
 
L 5hbΩ¢ /!w9 !.h¦¢ ¸h¦w .!b5Υ 
[9{{hb{ LΩ±9 [9!wb95 Cwha wha!b¢L/ 
DISAPPOINTMENTS, RAW FOODIST VEGANS, 
AND CATS (THE MUSICAL) 
 
(A Memoir) 
 

Julie Klausner is a writer, actor and comedian who lives in New York City. Her recent writing credits include a 
personal essay for Modern Love in the New York Times, a nasty article about the diet book Skinny Bitch for 
Salon.com, an intemperate piece about Christopher Hitchens for the Huffington Post, and a video about diet fads 
that she wrote and starred in for 236.comΦ WǳƭƛŜΩǎ ¢± ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ The Big Gay Sketch Show on LOGO, 
wƻōŜǊǘ {ƳƛƎŜƭΩǎ TV Funhouse on SNL, and popular internet shows including Welcome To Our House, Mommy Time 
and Cat News, which was featured in Entertainment Weekly before being licensed to the Fuse network. Her new 
web show, ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ²Ƙŀǘ, which she wrote with cartoonist Michael Kupperman, debuts on Superdeluxe.com next 
month. Her writing has appeared in Time Out New York, Heeb, and The Huffington Post, which regularly runs her 
OpEds, and on her blog, All That KlausnerΦ WǳƭƛŜΩǎ Ŏƻmic book, Animal Party, counts among its fans Patton Oswalt 
ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜ 9ƎƎŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ aŎ{ǿŜŜƴŜȅΩǎ Future Dictionary of America, 
The Stranger, Heeb and The New York Dog Magazine. Her on-air credits include stints on various VH1 clip shows, 
Wƻƴ DƭŀǎŜǊΩǎ !Řǳƭǘ {ǿƛƳ ǎƘƻǿΣ Delocated, Starveillance on E! and bit parts on SNL, Conan, and Strangers With 
CandyΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴany shows at the Upright Citizens Brigade TheaterΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ мфтлΩǎ [Ŝǎōƛŀƴ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {Ƙƻǿ {ǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊΣ Free To Be Friends, which went on to become an official selection of the 2006 NY 
International Fringe FestivalΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ WǳƭƛŜΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǎ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ {ǘǊŜƛǎŀƴŘ-belting unborn child in 
The Chipperton Family Vocal-ǘŀƛƴŜǊǎΩ {Ƙƻƻōȅ-Dooby-Dooby Hour, which was an official selection of the 2005 HBO 
US Comedy Arts Festival in Aspen, CO, and as "Abortion Girl" in [Ŝǎ CǊŜǊŜǎ /ƻǊōǳǎƛŜǊΩǎ Drama Desk Award-
nominated production of Hell House. Currently, Julie co-hosts the monthly live show, OBSESSED with Julie and 
Jackie, a variety show themed around obsession, and stars alongside David Rakoff as Daryl Van Hampton in Wasp 
Cove, a live soap opera she wrote with Rachel Shukert that appears in episodic installations at Comix. She also 
sings with [ƻǎŜǊΩǎ [ƻǳƴƎŜΣ b¸/Ωǎ ǾŜƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƎǳŜǎǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜs 
on The Best Show on WFMU with Tom Scharpling, The Jake and Jackie Show ƻƴ CǊŜŜ CaΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ 5ŀǾƛŘ /ǊƻǎǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
Wƻƴ .ŜƴƧŀƳƛƴΩǎ ŘŜŦǳƴŎǘ /ƻƳŜŘȅ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŎŀǊǘƻƻƴ ǎŜries, Freak Show. Julie holds an MFA in Illustration from the 
School of Visual Arts and a BA from NYU. Her website, where there is lots of stuff, is, predictably, 
julieklausner.com.  

Rights already licensed:   

¶ North American English, Gotham/Penguin, 2010 
 

Materials available:  book proposal and sample manuscript chapters 

 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/27/fashion/27love.html?_r=1&ex=1366948800&en=cd4996414d4be701&ei=5088&partner=rssnyt&emc=rss&oref=slogin
http://salon.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/julie-klausner/vanity-fair-cele_b_89871.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cD2zRSKqBy0
http://236.com/
http://www.logoonline.com/shows/dyn/big_gay_sketch_show/videos.jhtml
http://www.julieklausner.com/media/xmasjews.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WALKbCNlU2c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Bo0ZC7F6co
http://www.julieklausner.com/videos.html
http://www.julieklausner.com/catnews/ew.html
http://www.fuse.tv/munchies.php
http://superdeluxe.com/
http://www.236.com/contributors/julie_klausner/
http://julieklausner.blogspot.com/
http://www.julieklausner.com/animalparty/
http://www.thenydog.com/
http://www.ucbtheater.com/
http://freetobefriends.com/
http://www.fringenyc.org/
http://www.fringenyc.org/
http://www.fringenyc.org/
http://www.lesfreres.org/
http://julieandjackie.com/
http://julieandjackie.com/
http://julieandjackie.com/
http://www.comixny.com/event.aspx?eid=402
http://www.comixny.com/event.aspx?eid=402
http://www.comixny.com/event.aspx?eid=402
http://www.loserslounge.com/
http://wfmu.org/playlists/BS
http://www.myspace.com/jakeandjackie923
http://www.comedycentral.com/shows/freak_show/index.jhtml
http://julieklausner.com/
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Lindsay Brin 
 
THE CHEERLEADER FITNESS PLAN: 
9±9w¸ ²ha!bΩ{ D¦L59 ¢h CL¢b9{{ AND 
NUTRITION FOR A GREAT BODY IN 6 WEEKS 
 
 

The Cheerleader Fitness Plan is the ultimate guide for women of all ages to achieve the body of their dreams. 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ-of-three how to get back her body, the 20-something woman how to 
get started on a fitness program and the avid exerciser how to take her practice to the next level. This is a book 
that takes all of the secrets of women who are paid to look good for a livingτcheerleadersτand applies them to 
the everyday woman. Readers get an ultimate 6-Week Plan that provides the best fitness and nutrition advice for 
extraordinary results. ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ άDŜǘ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ Cŀǘ-.ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ½ƻƴŜέ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΣ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ 
busy women who want fast, lasting results. Based on interval training, it delivers the best results in the least 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ άDŜǘ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳǊ Cŀǘ-.ǳǊƴƛƴƎ ½ƻƴŜέ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ōƻŘȅ 
fat. Every woman learns not only how to shed fat and increase metabolism, but how to take care of themselves 
from the inside out with good nutrition. 

Á Six weeks of custom 25-minute workouts with full-color pictures and simple descriptions. 
Á Three zones of exercise in every workout for the most effective fat-burning and conditioning. 
Á The Ultimate 6-Week Nutrition Plan, including a Recipe Guide, a realistic plan for incorporating healthy 

eating habits into your lifestyle. 
Á A maintenance plan for both fitness and nutrition makes the book a lasting resource that readers will 

return to, over and over again.  
 
Lindsay Brin, C.P.T. & B.S.E., is a fitness and nutrition expert, and a former NFL cheerleader. For nearly fifteen 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘǎΦ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŦƛǘƴŜǎǎ 
accessible, with programs that are renowned for their simple, fast results. Lindsay is an active player in the fitness 
and athletics world. She was the fitness trainer for the St. Louis Rams Cheerleaders and, in 2005, Lindsay joined the 
squad herself. She can be seen all over the St. Louis area: performing, speaking, volunteering and cheering on the 
Rams. Lindsay founded Moms Into Fitness® to help women stay fit and healthy during pregnancy. Her innovative 
Moms Into Fitness line is the only DVD series that safely guides a woman through each stage of pregnancy for total 
ōƻŘȅ ǿŜƭƭƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳƻƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜŜƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎƛƴƎ [ƛƴŘǎŀȅΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΦ 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ North American English, Plume/Penguin, 2009 
 

Materials available:  book proposal and sample manuscript chapters 
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Lia Romeo & Nick Romeo  
 
 
11,002 THINGS TO BE MISERABLE ABOUT:  
A SATIRICAL, NOT-SO-HAPPY BOOK 

The ultimate guide to the innumerable ways the modern world can beat us doǿƴΣ ŦǊƻƳ άTrimethylaminuriaέ ǘƻ 
άMen with Napoleonic complexesέ ǘƻ άBirds that fly into windows and die.έ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǎŜŜƴ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
happiness.  .ǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƳƛǎŜǊƛŜǎΚ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘŀƭƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΚ 
That make us delight in torturing insects?  That make us wonder if life is really worth living after all?   No matter 
how hard we try to convince ourselves that life is a vale of cherries and butterflies, the truth is, the cherries are 
ǿƛǘƘŜǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ōŀǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǳŎƪǎΦ  !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ wrote a book about it. And so, 
we present 11,002 Things To Be Miserable About, a stream-of-ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
really worth waking up in the morning.  The book will function as a much-needed antidote to our culture of raging 
optimismτof greeting cards, self-help books, and all the other ineffective ways we try to make ourselves feel 
ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ  Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ōƻƭŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ [ƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜΗ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘȅΗ From death to taxes, from 
rhinoviruses to the Hindenburg disaster, 11,002 Things To Be Miserable About is a book that will make you laugh, 
cry, and contemplate self-mutilation.  Happy reading! 
 
Lia Romeo is an award-winning comic playwright whose plays have been seen in twelve different states.  She is a 
graŘǳŀǘŜ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜǘƻƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŀƴ aΦCΦ!Φ ŦǊƻƳ wǳǘƎŜǊǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ aŀǎƻƴ DǊƻǎǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘǎΦ   Lƴ 
addition to writing, she has worked as a public relations account executive, a test developer, a copywriter, a 
receptionist, a sales associate, and a sandwich artist, all of which have equipped her superbly for the writing of this 
book. Nick Romeo is a fiction writer and music critic. He is a two-time winner of Northwestern University's Best 
Voice in Fiction award, and has reviewed concerts and films for Carnegie Hall.  He supports his unlikely avocations 
by working as a personal assistant to the rich and powerful, and is sunk in a deep malaise which he has little hope 
of ever escaping.  Publication of this book might help . . . but then again, probably not. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ US, Abrams Image, 2009 
 

Materials available:  final manuscript 
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Mark Bego 
 
ELTON JOHN: 
THE BIOGRAPHY 

The first and most complete biography of Elton John, one of the great figures of 20
th
 century popular music, to 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ мр ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŘǊǳƎ 
abuse, his stormy personal and professional life, and his newfound peace in a committed relationship as an openly 
gay man. 
 
Mark Bego, the biographer of Madonna and Michael Jackson, Bette Midler and Whitney Houston, is the author of 
fifty best-selling books on rock & roll and show business, including two New York Times bestsellers, a Los Angeles 
Times bestseller, and a Chicago Tribune bestseller, three million-sellers, and two half-million selling titles. With 
over eight million copies of his books in print, he is widely acknowledged as one of the best-selling biographers in 
the rock and pop music field. 

Rights already licensed: 

¶ North American English, Phoenix Books, 2009 

¶ UK, JR Books 

¶ Danish, Thaning & Appel 

¶ Russian, AST 

¶ German, Koch/Hannibal 
 

Materials available:  book proposal and sample manuscript chapters 

 
 

 

 
Stanley Meisler 
 
THE PEACE CORPS:  
THE FIRST 50 YEARS 
 
 

The Peace Corps, now approachinƎ ƛǘǎ ŦƛŦǘƛŜǘƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǎ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ WƻƘƴ CΦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΦ  The short 
and splendid administration of President Kennedy brimmed with action and drama τ the Bay of Pigs fiasco, the 
Cuban Missile crisis that could have brought on war if Kennedy had been a mindless hawk, the reluctant dispatch 
of troops to the Deep South to enforce the desegregation of schools, the histrionic declaration to the people of 
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ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ άIch bin ein BerlinerέΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎŀǎǎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ in hopes of turning 
that war around, and much more.  The Peace Corps was different. The Peace Corps was only an afterthought 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŦǘŜǊǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
college students. The eƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ǎǿŜƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ά!ƴŘ ǎƻΣ Ƴȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ŀǎƪ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΤ ŀǎƪ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǳǘǇƻǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
letters from college students was so great that Kennedy feared he could not set up the Peace Corps in time to 
accommodate the first wave of graduates. He did not wait for Congress. On March 1, 1961, five weeks after his 
inauguration, he signed an executive order creating the independent agency of the Peace Corps and put his 
brother-in-law Sargent Shriver τ an energetic and creative marketer τ in charge.   It has been hard for politicians 
and policymakers to keep their hands off ever since. The volunteers have worked as teachers, hospital aides, 
health communicators, agricultural advisors, irrigation technicians, small business helpers, community 
development organizers, computer specialists and other middle level jobs in projects devised by officials in 
Washington and the field. In the last fifty years, more than 200,000 Americans have spent two years or more 
working in the Third World, often in its most isolated reaches. At the very least, they have learned the 
extraordinary difficulty of imparting change to a traditional society, and they have learned as well the 
extraordinary importance of respecting the dignity and pride of a people mired in poverty. They have become a 
vital American resource. This book is the story of the organization, at home and abroad. 

Stanley Meisler worked for the Peace Corps in 1964, during its formative years under Sargent Shriver.  He is also 
the author of Kofi Annan: A Man of Peace in a World of War (Wiley, 2006) and United Nations: The First Fifty Years 
(Atlantic Monthly Press, 1995), the only authoritative history of the first half-century of the U.N., and an emeritus 
foreign affairs writer for the Los Angeles Times. He is among the most widely-respected international reporters in 
the Washington press corps during the last three decades. He served as a Los Angeles Times foreign and diplomatic 
correspondent for thirty years, assigned to Nairobi, Mexico City, Madrid, Toronto, Paris, Barcelona, the United 
Nations and Washington, and still contributes articles to the Los Angeles Times Book Review, Sunday Opinion and 
Art sections while writing ongoing news commentary for his website, www.stanleymeisler.com. For many years, 
Meisler has also contributed articles to leading American magazines, including Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The 
Atlantic, The Nation, ReaderΩs Digest, Quarterly Journal of Military History, Columbia Journalism Review, and 
Smithsonian. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ North American English language, Beacon Press, 2011 
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Yehuda Koren & Eilat Negev 
 
WHEN THE SASSOONS MET THE BEERS: 
A BIOGRAPHY OF RACHEL BEER 
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There was no one like Rachel Beer, in the entire history of journalism.  At a time when women were deprived of 
the right to vote, she owned and edited two national newspapers, The Sunday Times and The Observer, and she 
did it simultaneously, the first and only woman ever to do so.  The part she played in the Dreyfus Affair secured her 
place in the pantheon of journalism. She orchestrated the hush-hush escape of Captain Esterhazy from France to 
England, and got his admission iƴǘƻ ǇǊƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ 5ǊŜȅŦǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇȅΦ IŜǊ ǎŎƻƻǇ ƘŀǎǘŜƴŜŘ 5ǊŜȅŦǳǎΩǎ 
retrial, and eventually led to his acquittal. She was one of the leading socialites in Victorian London, a frequent 
guest at the royal court. She was sculpted and painted by leading artists of her time. A talented pianist who 
composed music and wrote poetry, her collection of paintings was coveted by museums and was a source of envy 
among her contemporaries in London society. She opened her opulent mansion in Mayfair to art exhibitions, 
musical soirees, and theatrical and opera gala performances. So why was this impressive career abruptly cut short 
at the age of 44?  Why were the newspapers sold and the house emptied, and why did Mrs. Beer leave London for 
a reclusive life in the couƴǘǊȅΚ  ²Ƙȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ [ǳƴŀŎȅ ŀǎ άŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ 
ǳƴǎƻǳƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΚέ 5ƛŘ ǎƘŜΣ ƭƛƪŜ vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΣ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŀ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ōǊŜŀƪŘƻǿƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΚ 
Or was it syphilis, as family gossip held, that affected RaŎƘŜƭΩǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΚ 5ƛŘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΩ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ !L5{Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜǊŀ ǎƛƴƎŜǊΚ Or was Rachel a victim of her family, 
the mighty Sassoons? Did her mother and brother who wished to secure her millions for themselves, take 
ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƘƛŘŜ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴǎŀƴŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜƛȊŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ 
her estate?  When the Sassoons Met the Beers is the first-ever biography of a remarkable woman who was decades 
ahead of her times.  Set against the backdrop of Victorian England, it is a drama in all the vibrant colors of the 
paletteτfrom the glitter of gold to the green tones of envy and the blackness of macabre death.  Her story 
includes the rise and fall of the Sassoon ŘȅƴŀǎǘȅΦ wŀŎƘŜƭΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
in Baghdad at the beginning of the 19

th
 century, and one of the richest merchants in the city. In fear for his life, he 

fled eventually to Persia. His eldest son settled in Bombay and, with ingenuity, the help of his ten children and the 
profits from the trade of cotton and opium, he made the family into the Rothschilds of the East. 

Eilat Negev and Yehuda Koren are the authors of several books, and their works appear in major magazines and 
newspapers in several languages throughout the world. For the past twelve years Negev has been the senior 
literary correspondent for Yedioth Achronot, the major Israeli daily newspaper. Frequently traveling abroad on 
assignment, she has interviewed Salmon Rushdie (while he was still in hiding), Toni Morrison, Arthur Miller, Nobel 
laureate Nadine Gordimer, Paul Aster, Iris Murdoch, Yevgeny Yevtushenko, Erica Jong, and Shere Hite among many 
others. Their most recent book was The Lover of Unreason, the first biography of Assia Wevill, the woman 
άōŜǘǿŜŜƴέ ¢ŜŘ IǳƎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ȅƭǾƛŀ tƭŀǘƘΦ   In Our Hearts We Were Giants for Carroll & Graf Publishers (hardcover, 
June 2004; paperback, June 2005). A nonfiction title that follows a Jewish family of seven dwarfs from their 
celebrity in Eastern Europe to their internment at Auschwitz, where they were systematically victimized by the 
infamous Dr. Mengele, the book has garnered enthusiastic reviews from The New York Review of Books, Kirkus 
Reviews, Publishers Weekly, Booklist, The Jerusalem Post, and other journals. Their book have been published in 
ten languages. 
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Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz 
 
A SOLITARY WAR:  
! 5Lt[ha!¢Ω{ /IwhbL/[9 hC ¢I9 Lw!v ²!w 
AND ITS LESSONS 
 
With a Foreword by Kofi Annan 

This is an insiderΩs view of the Iraq war and the global implications of U.S. unilateralism.  Beginning with a άtelling 

phone call from Condi,έ the former president of the UN Security Council tells for the first time the behind-the-

scenes story of the Iraq war, as seen from an international perspective. Ambassador Muñoz examines the United 

StatesΩ controversial decision to take a unilateral stand and the repercussions for both the U.S. and the rest of the 

world. This fascinating book explains why a multilateral approach to foreign policy, including reliance on 

international organizations such as the UN, is imperative in todayΩs world. A Solitary War offers a compelling 

argument for rebuilding trust among the international community and returning to a truly cooperative global 

order. 

Ambassador Heraldo Muñoz was deputy foreign minister of Chile between March 2000 and January 2002 and 

minister secretary-general of government prior to assuming his present post as Chilean ambassador to the UN. In 

that capacity, and as the recent president of the UN Security Council, he was a direct participant in the diplomatic 

initiatives and negotiations on key international issues, from Iraq and Lebanon to Sudan and Haiti. Ambassador 

Muñoz earned his Ph.D. in international studies from the University of Denver. He has been a visiting professor or 

lecturer at several universities and has published more than a dozen books and numerous essay. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ North American English language, Fulcrum Publishing, 2008 

¶ Spanish in Latin America, Debate/Random House Mondadori Chile 

¶ Spanish in Europe, El Tercer Nombre 
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Mendel Media Group LLC / International Rights List ς October 2008 Page 21 
 
 

Please direct rights inquiries to: scott@mendelmedia.com 

 

 
Dave DeWitt & Paul Bosland 
 
CAPSICUMS:  
THE ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO IDENTIFYING, 
GROWING, HARVESTING, AND PRESERVING 
PEPPERS 

Capiscums is the one popular reference guide to peppers that every gardener and cook will need. 
 
Dave DeWitt is one of the foremost authorities in the world on chile peppers and spicy foods. He has 31 published 
books to his credit, including The Whole Chile Pepper Book (Little, Brown) and The Spicy Food LoverΩs Bible 
(Stewart, Tabori & Chang). He is also producer of the National Fiery Foods & Barbecue Show, the trade show for 
the multi-billion dollar Fiery Foods and Barbecue industries, now in its 13th year. National TV appearances include 
άAmerican Journal,έ Cable News Network (CNN), άThe Today Show,έ άHome with Gary Collins,έ άScientific 
American Frontiers,έ άSmart Solutions,έ and άCBS Sunday Morning.έ He has also been featured in The New Yorker, 
The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, USA Today, American Way, Smithsonian, and approximately 200 
newspapers across the country. 
 
Dr. Paul Bosland is professor of horticulture and director of the Chile Pepper Institute at New Mexico State 
University, and is widely considered one of the top chile breeders in the world 
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Benjamin Carter Hett 
 
CROSSING HITLER: 
THE MAN WHO PUT THE NAZIS ON THE 
WITNESS STAND 
 

n.b. Before its first publication, this work has already been awarded the 2007 Fraenkel Prize from the Wiener 
Library in London, for an outstanding work of twentieth-century history in the political history of Central and 
Eastern Europe; Jewish history; the two world wars; anti-Semitism; and the ideologies and movements of political 
extremism and totalitarianism.  
 
Crossing Hitler is the dramatic story of one man, the German trial lawyer Hans Litten (1903-1938), who dedicated 
his brief career to an uncompromising struggle against Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party, and suffered accordingly in 
HitlerΩs concentration camps. Through the prism of this one remarkable advocate, the book explores the rise of the 
Nazis, the vibrant criminal courts of the Weimar Republic, and the terror of Nazi rule in Germany after 1933. Hans 
Litten was the brilliant son of a well-regarded German-Jewish family. Though he would have preferred to make a 
career in art or literature, his father forced him into the study of law. Upon graduating, Litten took his revenge by 
refusing prestigious and lucrative offers from private practices and the Prussian justice ministry. He turned instead 
to representing the downtrodden and repressed of German society: working-class people from the Berlin slums of 
Wedding and Neukölln, and members of GermanyΩs Communist Party and its άRed FrontfightersΩ League.έ Since 
this was in the time of Weimar, and άred frontfightersέ most often found themselves tangling with HitlerΩs brown-
shirted stormtroopers, Litten was drawn inexorably into battles against the rising Nazi Party. The climax of his work 
came on May 8, 1931, when (aged 27) Litten subpoenaed Adolf Hitler to testify at the άEden Dance Palace Trialέ of 
four Nazi stormtroopers. In a merciless three-hour examination, Litten forced Hitler into multiple contradictions 
and evasions, finally reducing him to helpless and humiliating rage. Adolf Hitler had a long memory for such 
humiliations, and less than two years later he was in power. LittenΩs aggressive courtroom style had made him 
many other enemies as well, and attracted the attention of GermanyΩs most powerful police and governmental 
authorities. Rudolf Diels, who became the first head of the NazisΩ secret police, the Gestapo, was already watching 
LittenΩs work in 1932, and placed his name on a list of activists to be arrested in the event of a future roundup of 
the political left. The Reichstag Fire of February 27, 1933 delivered the pretext for such a crackdown. Now began 
Hans LittenΩs five-year martyrdom in the concentration camps of the Third Reich. The stormtroopers he had once 
fought in court now guarded the new camps, and there was no limit to the abuse they could inflict on a helpless 
prisoner. The Gestapo tortured him for information on his former clients; out of fear that he could not long 
withstand such torture, but unwilling to betray his clientsΩ confidence, Litten tried to commit suicide. The 
authorities revived him only to continue abusing him. His close friends Max and Margot Fürst plotted a prison 
break to get Litten to safety in Czechoslovakia, but the Fürsts were themselves betrayed to the Gestapo and 
thrown into concentration camps. LittenΩs socially well-connected mother kept up an aggressive lobbying 
campaign for his release with all the leading figures of Nazi GermanyτHermann Göring, Heinrich Himmler, and 
Hitler himselfτwithout result. Hitler himself turned down request after request, including a petition from well-
connected politicians and lawyers in Great Britain, organized by the Labour peer Clifford Allen. By the late 1930s 
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Litten had become a pawn in the increasingly tense Anglo-German relationship. In the concentration camps, 
despite the beatings, the tortures, and the hard labor, Hans Litten operated as a one-man university. He worked on 
translations of medieval German poetry, gave lectures to the other prisoners on art history and theory, and (aided 
by a photographic memory) entertained his friends by reciting the complete works of Rainer Maria Rilke. But by 
the middle of 1937 the conditions of his imprisonment were worsening, and after five years of abuse and terror, 
broken and ill, with little hope of ever being released, Hans Litten took his own life at Dachau in 1938. Crossing 
Hitler is based largely on unpublished and printed primary sources: the letters of Hans Litten and of his close 
friends and family; the official records of the Eden Palace Trial and LittenΩs many other courtroom battles with 
Nazis, corrupt police officials, and other characteristic figures of the Weimar Republic; LittenΩs own writings and 
trial records; interviews with surviving friends and family members; and the memories of political prisoners who 
shared LittenΩs ordeals in the concentration camps. 
 
Benjamin Carter Hett attended law school in Canada and practiced criminal and civil litigation with large firms in 
Vancouver and Toronto for four years before taking up history. He graduated from Harvard with a Ph.D. in history 
in 2001. Since then he has held teaching positions at Harvard College, Harvard Law School and, since 2003, at the 
City University of New York (Hunter College and the Graduate Center). HettΩs first book, Death in the Tiergarten 
(Harvard, 2004), has been widely praised for opening up the whole subject of criminal trials in German history. He 
has won a number of awards for his writing, including the prestigious Hans Rosenberg Prize of the German history 
section of the American Historical Association. He has been invited to speak about Hans Litten and other subjects 
at conferences and gatherings in Germany, the United States, and Canada. In the summer of 2006 Hett was 
especially honored by the chance to speak at a dinner put on by the άForum for LawyersΩ Historyέ in Berlin, 
Germany, hosted by the prominent Berlin lawyer Gerhard Jungfer.  
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Kerwin Swint 
 
DARK GENIUS: 
THE INFLUENTIAL CAREER OF LEGENDARY 
POLITICAL OPERATIVE AND FOX NEWS 
FOUNDER ROGER AILES 

Roger Ailes, former Republican political consultant, and current president of Fox News Channel, is a dominant 
media figure of our age. His made-for-TV imagery and mastery of άstyle over substanceέ has overtaken earlier 
methods of reporting the news, and radically refashioned our political and communications landscapes. Yet, no 
book has ever been published on this Oz-like figure: Dark Genius is the definitive study of Ailes and his 
controversial career. The 1960 television encounter between Richard Nixon and John F. Kennedy was the moment 
when slick television imagery began to take over politics. Ailes, a young TV producer, absorbed the lessons of the 
new video age, and put them into practice. While a director on άThe Mike Douglas Showέ, he met Richard Nixon, 
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who soon hired Ailes to help him conquer the fledgling medium. Riding the wave of that triumph, Ailes went on to 
aid other key Republican figures like Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush, and Rudy Giuliani. In the 1990s, Ailes was 
hired to run CNBC, the first cable financial network, bringing a talk radio sensibility to the small screen. Then, 
Rupert Murdoch hired him to implement the media mogulΩs vision for a different kind of cable news network. 
Now, with Murdoch (whose News Corp. has recently acquired the Wall Street Journal), Ailes is launching the FOX 
News business channel in 2007. Over the span of several decades, Ailes has played a key role in the growing reach 
of conservatism, first in politics, then in mass media. Part history, part media criticism, part current events, Dark 
Genius tracks the rise, dominance, and relevance of political television, and how it has been used and abused by its 
master. 
 
Kerwin Swint, Ph.D., is the author of books about dirty politics in U.S. political campaigning and a professor of 
political science at Kennesaw State University. He is widely interviewed as an authority of politics and the media. 

Rights already licensed: 

¶ World English language, Union Square Press/Sterling, hardcover 2008 
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Lisa Rogak 
 
A BOY NAMED SHEL: 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF SHEL SILVERSTEIN  

The first-ever biography of the one-of-kind author who wrote The Giving Tree, Where the Sidewalk Ends and A 
Light in the Attic. Shel SilversteinΩs books have sold more than 20 million copies worldwide, in most languages that 
have a childrenΩs publishing industry. He was a composer, an artist, and the author of numerous books of prose 
and poetry for younger readers. His prose works include such modern classics as The Giving Tree (1963), Lafcadio: 
The Lion Who Shot Back (1963), and The Missing Piece (1976), while among his immensely popular poetry 
collections are Where the Sidewalk Ends (Michigan Young Readers Award, 1974), A Light in the Attic (School Library 
Journal Best Books Award, 1982) and Falling Up (HarperCollins, 1996). SilversteinΩs work, which he illustrated 
himself, is characterized by a deft mixing of the sly and the serious, the macabre and the just plain silly. Silverstein 
was born on September 25, 1930 in Chicago, Illinois, where he was writing from the time he was a young boy. Few 
authors are as beloved as Shel Silverstein. His inimitable drawings and comic poems have become the bedtime 
staples of millions of children and their parents. But few readers know much about the man behind that wild-eyed, 
bearded face peering out from the backs of dust-jackets. In A Boy Named Shel, Lisa Rogak tells the full story of a 
life as antic and adventurous as any of his creations. A man with an incurable case of wanderlust, Shel kept homes 
on both coasts and many in-betweenςincluding regular stays in the Playboy Mansion. Everywhere he went he 
charmed neighbors, made countless friends, and romanced almost as many women with his unstoppable energy 
and never-ending wit. His boundless creativity brought him fame and fortuneςneither of which changed his down-
to-earth way of lifeςand his childrenΩs books sold millions of copies. But he was much more than άjustέ a childrenΩs 
writer. He collaborated with anyone who crossed his path and found success in a wider range of genres than most 
artists could ever hope to master. He came up with hit songs like άA Boy Named Sueέ and άThe Unicorn.έ He drew 
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cartoons for Stars & Stripes and got his big break with Playboy. He wrote experimental plays and collaborated on 
scripts with the David Mamet. His seemingly inexhaustible stream of fresh ideas drove him to work compulsively 
and enthusiastically on a wide array of projects up until his death in 1999. Drawing on wide-ranging interviews and 
in-depth research, Rogak gives fans a warm, enlightening portrayal of an artist whose imaginative spirit created the 
poems, songs, and drawings that have touched the lives of so many childrenςand adults.  
 
Lisa Rogak is the author of more than forty books, on topics ranging from nutrition and wellness to cooking and 
politics. She has written for many newspapers and major magazines, and her books have been covered both by 
book industry writers and in off-the-book-page media. Her works have been reviewed and otherwise mentioned in 
The Wall Street Journal, Parade magazine, USA Today, Family Circle, and hundreds of other publications. She 
appeared on Oprah as the featured guest in a show about small towns, to promote her book Moving to the 
Country Once and For All. RogakΩs book, Howard Dean in His Own Words (St. MartinΩs Press, 2003), made the 
BookSense Extended List in January 2004, and her book, The Man Behind The Da Vinci Code: An Unauthorized 
Biography of Dan Brown (Andrews McMeel, 2006), has been published in 29 languages around the world.  Her 
website is at www.lisarogak.com.  

Rights already licensed:   
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What people are saying about this book: 

I didnΩt think any biography could do justice to one of the few honest-to-goodness geniuses of his time, a walking 
paradox who wore a cloak of complexity and elusiveness, but Lisa Rogak has done an exemplary job of it. 

-Otto Penzler, The Mysterious Bookshop  
 
Shel Silverstein... a genius in a dozen genres, the last of the real Renaissance men. He loved life and lived it more 
intensely than most of us dare to dream of. ThereΩs a surprise on every page as Lisa Rogak tells the whole untold 
story of this truly fabulous character. 
  -Dr. Demento, syndicated radio personality  
 
ItΩs fascinating to read about his collaborations with the likes of playwright David Mamet and country singer Bobby 
Bare, though itΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ {ƛƭǾŜǊǎǘŜƛƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǊƻƻƳΧwƻƎŀƪ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ 
captures and relays interesting tales. 
 -Kirkus Reviews 
 
Consulting many sources, among them SilversteinΩs friends; radio interviews; and newspaper, journal, and 
magazine articles, Rogak thoughtfully reconstructs the artistΩs life. She includes exhaustive notes and lists of 
SilversteinΩs books, albums, movie scores, plays, and screenplays. An authoritative and accessible biography, 
absorbing from cover to cover; recommended for all school, public, and academic libraries. 
 -Library Journal 
 

 
 

http://www.lisarogak.com/
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Ken Kolsbun 
 
PEACE: 
THE BIOGRAPHY OF A SYMBOL 

One of the most widely-known symbols in the world will celebrate its 50
th
 birthday in 2008. This lavishly-illustrated, 

full-color book will be its birthday card, and a gift to the millions of people who want to celebrate it. The book will 
be fully-illustrated by varied images and adaptations of the Peace Symbol from the last half-century, and will be 
accompanied by a history of the symbolΩs invention and proliferation around the globe. It will remind us of the 
ideals this now-ubiquitous symbol stands for.  
 
Ken Kolsbun is a prominent anti-militarism activist in California, and a childrenΩs toy designer. He is the founder 
and president of Animal Town, a thirty year-old catalog business that sells educational toys, games, crafts, and 
books, many with an environmental focus. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ English language, National Geographic Books, 2008 

Materials available:  bound book or pdf galley 

 
 

 

 
Peter Carlson 
 
K. BLOWS TOP: 
A COMIC COLD WAR INTERLUDE 

At the height of the Cold War, Nikita Khrushchev, the chubby, cranky, caustic Soviet Premier, took a bizarre rip 
across the United States, bemusing and baffling many Americans and delighting the boisterous media mob that 
followed his every move.  KhrushchevΩs 1959 trip across America was one of the strangest exercises in 
international diplomacy ever conductedτέa surreal extravaganza,έ as historian John Lewis Gaddis called it. 
Khrushchev told jokes, threw tantrums, sparked a riot in a San Francisco supermarket and wowed the coeds in a 
home economics class in Iowa. He shadowboxed with Nelson Rockefeller, bamboozled a Senate committee, 
insulted Richard Nixon, irritated Eleanor Roosevelt, impressed Elizabeth Taylor and grossed out Marilyn Monroe.  
In New York, Khrushchev got stuck in an elevator and had to climb out, grumbling, άSo this is the famous American 
technology.έ In Hollywood, he watched Shirley MacLaine film a dance scene for the movie άCan-Can,έ and feigned 
outrage: ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦǊŜedomτfreedom for girls to show their backsides?έ At a luncheon with Bob Hope, 
Tony Curtis and Zsa Zsa Gabor, he learned that he would not be permitted to visit Disneyland and he eruptedΥ άLǎ 
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there an epidemic of cholera there? Have gangsters taken over the place? What must I do now, commit suicide?έ  
On and on it went: A cantankerous communistΩs hilarious road trip through capitalist America at the height of the 
Fiftiesτthe land of tailfins, rock & roll, segregation, suburbia, fallout shelters and duck & cover drills.  Appearing 
on the 50th anniversary of the άsurreal extravaganza,έ this is a work of history that reads like a Vonnegut novel, a 
comedy with the humor darkened by the shadow of the hydrogen bombs that hung over the trip like the sword of 
Damocles. As Khrushchev kept reminding peopleτby his comic tantrums and his grisly jokesτhe was a hot-
tempered man who possessed the power to incinerate America. 
 
Peter Carlson is a feature writer and columnist for The Washington Post. A resident of Maryland, he is the author 
of Roughneck: The Life and Times of Big Bill Haywood (Norton), and a co-authorτwith Hunter S. Thompson and 
George Plimpton, among othersτof The Gospel According to ESPN (Hyperion). 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ US, PublicAffairs, hardcover, 2008 

¶ UK, Old Street, hardcover 
 

Materials available:  manuscript 

 
 

 

 
Anne-Marie Cusac 
 
CRUEL & UNUSUAL:  
PUNISHMENT IN AMERICA 

Cruel & Unusual is the compelling story of how America came to abandon the theory of rehabilitation that 
underlies almost every other penal system in the West. As retributive punishment, rather than rehabilitation or 
protection of the public welfare, seems increasingly to be the mainτif not soleτreason for our criminal justice 
system, an understanding of this history seems increasingly urgent. Cusac leads her readers on a provocative tour 
of the process by which Americans came to understand ourselves as victims desperate for revenge rather than as a 
community that cares for its own. 
 
Anne-Marie Cusac, a George Polk Award-winning journalist, is the Investigative Reporter for The Progressive 
magazine, where she has been on its editorial staff since 1996. Her writing is often noted for its combination of on-
target reporting about some of the most disturbing trends in our culture, its understatement and wit, and its 
ability to draw readers in with dramatic narratives. Cusac won the George Polk Award for her article, άStunning 
Technology,έ an investigative piece on the use of the stun belt in U.S. prisons. She has twice won the Project 
Censored Awardτin 1997, for άShock Value: U.S. Stun Devices Pose Human-Rights Risk,έ and again in 1998, for 
άNuclear Spoons: Hot Metal May Find its Way to Your Dinner Table.έ 

Rights already licensed:    

¶ North American English language, Yale University Press, hardcover 2008 

Materials available:  Completed manuscript 
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Yehuda Koren & Eilat Negev 
 
LOVER OF UNREASON: 
THE BIOGRAPHY OF ASSIA WEVILL, SYLVIA 
PLATHΩS RIVAL AND TED HUGHESΩ DOOMED 
LOVE 

The story of the ultimately tragic failure in the marriage between Sylvia Plath and Ted Hughes has always been 
related from one of two conflicting points of view: hers or his. Missing for more than four decades has been a 
third, equally relevant and no less fascinating perspective on the emotionally tumultuous events that brought the 
marriage of the two acclaimed young poets to its ill-fated end. Their story is also the story of anotherτthe otherτ
woman: HughesΩs mistress, Assia Wevill. Certain to be controversial among the poetsΩ fans and critics alike, The 
Lover of Unreason, the first-ever full-length biography of Assia Wevill, casts the last months of the Plath-Hughes 
marriage in a keen, revisionary light. At the same time, it explores in full the life of the vibrant woman who 
eventually came between the two poets. More than that, it takes an intriguing, shadowy figure out of the 
footnotes of literary history and places her dramatically on the page. Diva, she-devil, enchantress, muse, Lillith, 
Jezebel. The exquisitely beautiful Assia inspired, or provoked, many epithets in the pursuit of a destiny that took 
her, via several continents, from dark prewar Berlin to London in the swinging sixties. In the end, none would 
prove to be more fitting than the epithet (and epitaph) she chose for herselfτ Assia, άa lover of unreason, and an 
exile.έ Assia Wevill was άmy true wife and the best friend I ever had,έ wrote a heart-broken Ted Hughes of Assia, 
after her death at the age of forty-two, in a letter unearthed by Negev and Koren. But until now, Assia has been 
effectively written out of HughesΩs story. The influence she exerted on him and his work has been dismissed or 
diminished, or else she has been reduced merely to the woman alleged to have ruined his marriage and severed 
the tie between twentieth-century poetryΩs most celebrated couple: PlathΩs critical reputation after her suicide in 
1963 would continue to grow with the posthumous publication of her work, and the ferocious poetic genius of Ted 
Hughes would in time lead him to BritainΩs poet laureateship. Assia, though, would be consigned to literary 
oblivion. Still, Assia, like Plath, shared her life with Hughes for seven years and she, too, bore him a daughter. For 
six of those years, from 1963 until AssiaΩs own suicide in 1969, she and Hughes lived uneasily in the long shadow 
cast by Plath. Nonetheless, she continued passionately to be there for the poet Hughes, who, as The Lover of 
Unreason convincingly shows, depended as much on her adulation of his genius as he did on the critical eye and 
quick intelligence she brought to his work. Assia was born into a life of dichotomies. Her father a Russian Jew, her 
mother a German Protestant, she fled Berlin with her parents and sister to Tel Aviv in 1933, when Hitler became 
chancellor. The teenage Assia felt she was being cast either as the enemy, on her motherΩs side, or as the victim on 
her fatherΩs. She was comfortable with neither role and rebelled against both. With the benefit of previously 
unavailable documents and private papers, including AssiaΩs diaries and her intimate correspondence with Hughes, 
as well as exhaustive interviews with Hughes, AssiaΩs three husbands and family, and many of PlathΩs and HughesΩ 
friends, The Lover of Unreason charts the emergence of a singular twentieth-century woman. Exotic, cosmopolitan, 
alluringly European (άEuropeΩs mystical jewel,έ in HughesΩs phrase), cultured, she mesmerized men and women 
alike. She openly defied the conventions of a censorious culture in pre-feminist postwar Britain. She was also a 
divorcée (three times), a career woman, the άother woman,έ and a single mother. At the same time she strove to 
free her creative spirit and declare her independence, however, she defined herself by, and bound herself to, the 
men in her lifeτultimately, to catastrophic effect. 
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Eilat Negev and Yehuda Koren are the authors of several books, and their works appear in major magazines and 
newspapers in several languages throughout the world. For the past twelve years Negev has been the senior 
literary correspondent for Yedioth Achronot, the major Israeli daily newspaper. Frequently traveling abroad on 
assignment, she has interviewed Salmon Rushdie (while he was still in hiding), Toni Morrison, Arthur Miller, Nobel 
laureate Nadine Gordimer, Paul Aster, Iris Murdoch, Yevgeny Yevtushenko, Erica Jong, and Shere Hite among many 
others. Their most recent book was In Our Hearts We Were Giants for Carroll & Graf Publishers (hardcover, June 
2004; paperback, June 2005). A nonfiction title that follows a Jewish family of seven dwarfs from their celebrity in 
Eastern Europe to their internment at Auschwitz, where they were systematically victimized by the infamous Dr. 
Mengele, the book has garnered enthusiastic reviews from The New York Review of Books, Kirkus Reviews, 
Publishers Weekly, Booklist, The Jerusalem Post, and other journals. The book has been published in eight 
languages. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ North American English, Carroll & Graf, hardcover Winter 2006 

¶ North American English, trade paperback, Da Capo/Perseus 

¶ UK & Commonwealth English, Robson Books, hardcover, Fall 2006; trade paperback, 2007 

¶ UK first serialization, The Telegraph, major multi-part series 

¶ UK second serialization, Mail on Sunday 

¶ Book of the Month, May 2007, New York Times Readers Book Club 

¶ Greek, Patakis 

¶ Hebrew, Kinneret Zmora-Bitan Dvir 

¶ Polish, Videograf II 
 

Materials available:  Bound Book or pdf galley   

What people are saying about this book: 

The adventurous biographical duo Koren and Negev follow their unusual Holocaust tale, In Our Hearts We Were 
Giants (2004), with the first complete biography of one of literatureΩs most shadowed figures. The tragic story of 
Sylvia PlathΩs marriage to Ted Hughes and subsequent suicide has been assiduously analyzed after the story of the 
second catastrophic relationship in HughesΩ life of many love affairs finally emerged. He and Plath broke up for 
many painful reasons, but the catalyst was the dramatically beautiful Assia Wevill. Little has been widely known 
about this bright, artistic, magnetically attractive, and, finally, devastated woman of Russian Jewish and German 
Lutheran blood and numerous entanglements, or the nature of her tumultuous seven-year relationship with 
Hughes and her influence on his work, or HughesΩ feelings toward their daughter. Koren and Negev, privy to 
previously unavailable sources, sensitively synthesize a cache of volatile information to create a fully dimensional 
and deeply disconcerting portrait of Wevill, who committed suicide in 1969 in the same manner as Plath but took 
her young daughter with her. 
 -Booklist 
 
The άother womanέ in the Sylvia PlathςTed Hughes divorce receives long-delayed consideration in this assiduously 
researched, compulsively readable biography, where the authors draw on newly revealed primary sources. The life 
of thrice-married Assia Wevill (1927ς1969) makes a fascinating story even before her six-year affair with Hughes 
and the birth of his (unacknowledged) daughter, Shura. Born in Berlin of a Russian Jewish father and a German 
Lutheran mother, raised in Tel Aviv, married to a British soldier in order to gain a British passport, Assia was, as the 
authors demonstrate, a smoldering femme fatale, albeit highly intelligent, witty and talented. While Koren and 
Negev (In Our Hearts We Were Giants: The Remarkable Story of the Lilliput Troupe) donΩt whitewash AssiaΩs 
volatile, self-absorbed personality or her serial adulteries, they do contradict the widespread impression that Assia 
was the initial seducer of Hughes. This will be an important book for Hughes scholars, primarily for the authorsΩ 
exclusive 1996 interview with the poet, in which he identified the poems he wrote alluding to Assia after her 
death, which he felt no critic had ever interpreted correctly. Newly revealed letters and interviews reinforce 
previous accounts of HughesΩs sexual attraction and the dedicated philandering that drove two women to suicide. 
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 -Publishers Weekly 
 
The authors write with nimble, novelistic pacing. 

-The New Yorker 
 

A fascinating portrait. 
-O, The Oprah magazine 

 
While neither Hughes nor Wevill come across as likable (Hughes is a brute, and the mercurial Wevill is maddening), 
their life together is a roadside wreck, and you canΩt tear your eyes away. 
 -People magazine 
 
An impressively researched and well-told biography that will occasion, I believe, yet another rewriting of the Plath/ 
Hughes agon. 
 -The (New York) Sun 
 
Koren and Negev tell the whole Assia story with scrupulous investigative poise, shunning anger and blame. To find 
it limitlessly intriguing you do not need to be interested in HughesΩs or PlathΩs poetry, or in poetry at all, only in 
people. 
 -The Sunday Times (UK) 
 
This book, which has taken many years to research, is a necessary contribution to the debate, and restores Assia to 
her rightful place as the sad protagonist in her own life, rather than an interloper in another womanΩs story. 

-Elaine Feinstein, writing in the Times Literary Supplement (Ted HughesΩ friend and biographer)  
 
I was gobsmacked by A Lover of UnreasonΧ²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ōŀǊƪƛƴƎ-mad trio of loons. The rugged, working-class Hughes 
regarded being άartisticέ as a licence to screw around, and was delighted to assist bourgeois women wanting to 
sully themselves with the lower orders. His quasi-rapist sexual technique left Wevill breathlessly describing him as 
άa bruteέ who left her crippled with cystitis. Ostentation and insanity permeate the whole story, from the cheesy 
pretentious note Hughes first left at WevillΩs office (άI have come to see you, despite all marriagesέ), through to 
WevillΩs own theatrical re-enactment of PlathΩs suicideτgassing herself and murdering her own daughter in the 
process. Hughes is revealed as a heartless neurotic berk. He and Wevill shared what had been his marital bed only 
two days after Plath died, and then he gave Wevill written instructions on how to run his house, how often to play 
with his children and even what time to wake up. ItΩs no wonder she eventually went as bonkers as Plath did. The 
book is a staggering insight into the weirdo lives of the bohemian elite. Anyone who thinks being a poet is clever or 
cool should read this and think again. 
 -London Evening Standard, άBest Books of the Yearέ 
  
[Marrianne Faithful] has just finished a biography of Assia Wevill, the poet who had an affair with Ted Hughes 
when he was still married to Plath. ΨThere is an incredibly interesting quote from Fay Weldon about that jobτthe 
museτand how hard it was in the 60s to be an independent woman, to have a life you could feel good about, and 
not be completely subsumed by an incredibly talented, powerful man who you did actually love.Ω The job of being 
the muse, she adds, Ψcan really destroy peopleΩ; Wevill and Plath both committed suicide. ΨMy story is really an 
affirmation of my strength and my luck,Ω she says. ΨTo live with a great artist like Ted Hughes or Mick Jagger is a 
very, very destructive role for a woman trying to be herself. In fact, it canΩt be done. You either sacrifice yourself on 
the altar of that or you leave. If you look at it in terms of thatτof Sylvia and AssiaτIΩve been very lucky.Ω 
 -The Guardian 
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Dave DeWitt 
 
Da VINCIΩS KITCHEN:  
A SECRET HISTORY OF ITALIAN CUISINE 

Leonardo Da Vinci lived at the center of the emerging international trade in spices and other food items during a 
time in which Italy was emerging from medieval foodways into the bright light of the Renaissance, which included 
a global vision of trade and cultural exchange. The ways Italians ateτboth in terms of their ingredients and their 
preparationsτwere in massive flux during his life. And it is a fact unknown to many that one of Da VinciΩs principle 
duties at the court of Ludovico Sforza in Milan was to put on elaborate court festivals and spectacles, including 
feasts, for the Duke of MilanΩs visitors. Da Vinci actually spent sixteen years working in the kitchen and dining halls 
of one of the most important and powerful nobleman of his day, until the fall of Ludovico in 1499. But food was 
not only a professional obligation for Leonardo. He was a genuine enthusiast of the emergent amateur culinary 
culture of his day, even becoming an early inductee into the Compagnia del Paiolo (άCompany of the Cauldronέ) in 
Florence, a group of painters who hosted potluck dinners. Millions of readers of up-market nonfiction who have 
been swept up into the Da Vinci phenomenon, including most notably food enthusiasts, will be ready for a food 
book about Leonardo Da Vinci, the emergence in the early Renaissance of what we know now as άItalian food,έ 
and related topics. Da Vinci died in 1519, at 67, nearly doubling the average life expectancy of the time in Italy; he 
must have been eating right. In this reconstruction of the food of Da VinciΩs Renaissance Italy, the book will re-
create and present what amounts to the very first Mediterranean cuisine. One of the great developments of the 
early Renaissance, which tracks nicely against new ideas about human experience as the focal point of 
understanding the world, was the emergence of a culture of advice-giving and άexpertέ advice about daily life. The 
early Renaissance saw the emergence of experts on everything from livestock cultivation to building construction. 
Food preparation and consumption was no exceptionτthe first widely-circulated cookbooks began to be 
published during Da VinciΩs life, and we know from his library inventory which of these books he himself owned. 
Fundamentally, this is a serious narrative food history about the emergence of one of the most influential of our 
modern cuisines, and a book about how the history of food cultivation, preparation and consumption shapes our 
understanding of ourselves, and of our world.  
 
Dave DeWitt is one of the foremost authorities in the world on chile peppers and spicy foods. He has 31 published 
books to his credit, including The Whole Chile Pepper Book (Little, Brown) and The Spicy Food LoverΩs Bible 
(Stewart, Tabori & Chang). He is also producer of the National Fiery Foods & Barbecue Show, the trade show for 
the multi-billion dollar Fiery Foods and Barbecue industries, now in its 13th year. National TV appearances include 
άAmerican Journal,έ Cable News Network (CNN), άThe Today Show,έ άHome with Gary Collins,έ άScientific 
American Frontiers,έ άSmart Solutions,έ and άCBS Sunday Morning.έ He has also been featured in The New Yorker, 
The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, USA Today, American Way, Smithsonian, and approximately 200 
newspapers across the country. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ North American English, BenBella, hardcover, 2007 

¶ Polish, Rebis 

¶ Czech, Ikar Praha/Bertelsmann 

¶ Slovak, Ikar Bratislava/Bertelsmann 

¶ Russian, AST 

¶ Mainland China, Shanghai Sanhui Culture and Press 

¶ Taiwan, Goodness Publishing/Wu-Nan 

¶ Turkish, Oglak 
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¶ Japanese, Hara 
 

Materials available:  Bound Book or pdf galley 

What people are saying about this book: 

[T]his well-researched history [is] a fascinating look into the eating habits of 15th and 16th-century Italy. Delving 
into formal feasts, foreign crops and the Arabic influence on Italian cooking, Dewitt (The Chile Pepper 
Encyclopedia) also includes chapters on άThe First Superstar Chefsέ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΧ¢he author 
liberally quotes Renaissance food authorities like Platina, an early librarian at the Vatican who wrote what is likely 
the first printed cookbook. He also references modern food scholars like Waverly Root and Odile Redon, and 
includes historical recipes for Renaissance favorites like Risi e Bisi and Spinach Soup with Hazelnuts. Detailed and 
ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜΧfor foodies who want an in-depth exploration of the roots of Italian cuisine, one can hardly go wrong 
here. 

 - Publishers Weekly (starred review) 
 
Using the life and times of Leonardo da Vinci as a backdrop, Dewitt (The Whole Chile Pepper Book) has crafted a 
wonderfully rich and personal look at the food and history of Renaissance Italy. Unable to uncover anything about the 
famous inventorΩs eating habits in a variety of biographies, Dewitt decided to examine da VinciΩs notebooks himself to 
uncover what he cooked and ate. Interestingly, he explains that da Vinci became a vegetarian, a dangerous lifestyle choice 
for the time. The author does not ignore the peasants and details their day-to-day food habits as well. One of the bookΩs 
most interesting portions is the discussion on the introduction of foreign foods. For instance, the tomato was not brought 
into Italian cooking until after 1500. Well documented and written, this book also includes recipes at the end of each 
chapter-even a recipe for da VinciΩs salad dressing. Overall, this is a highly enjoyable, informative, and fun read. 
Recommended for all libraries. 
 -Library Journal  
 

 
 

 

 
Stanley Meisler 
 
KOFI ANNAN: 
A MAN OF PEACE IN A WORLD OF WAR 

The Secretaries General of the United Nations make up one of the worldΩs most exclusive clubs, and the story of 
AnnanΩs rise from a schoolboy in Ghana to a world statesman, the joys and bitterness of his tenure at the UN, and 
his role as the personification of the worldΩs confusion and distress over American bullying will all make for a 
fascinating and indispensable biography. The recent UN scandals may be overblown and far from his responsibility, 
but all the headlines have hurt the UN and besmirched AnnanΩs worldwide reputation as a moral force. Annan was 
elected Secretary General in 1996, when the United Nations was reeling from its debacles in Somalia, Bosnia and 
Rwanda. The times required a leader of diplomatic skill, openness and moral stature, and Annan has fit these 
needs in a remarkable way. The book will trace his life from a boyhood in Ghana to a university education in 
Minnesota, to decades of anonymity as an international civil servant, his marriage to a Swedish attorney and their 
family life, to his sudden notoriety in the 1990s as chief of U.N. peacekeeping and then Secretary General.  
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Stanley Meisler is also the author of United Nations: The First Fifty Years (Atlantic Monthly Press, 1995), the only 
authoritative history of the first half-century of the U.N., and an emeritus foreign affairs writer for the Los Angeles 
Times. He is among the most widely-respected international reporters in the Washington press corps during the 
last three decades. He served as a Los Angeles Times foreign and diplomatic correspondent for thirty years, 
assigned to Nairobi, Mexico City, Madrid, Toronto, Paris, Barcelona, the United Nations and Washington, and still 
contributes articles to the Los Angeles Times Book Review, Sunday Opinion and Art sections while writing ongoing 
news commentary for his website, www.stanleymeisler.com. For many years, Meisler has also contributed articles 
to leading American magazines, including Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, The Atlantic, The Nation, ReaderΩs Digest, 
Quarterly Journal of Military History, Columbia Journalism Review, and Smithsonian. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ World English, John Wiley & Sons, hardcover 2006; trade paperback, 2008 

¶ Mainland Chinese, Citic 

¶ European Spanish, El Tercer Nombre 

¶ Dutch, Kosmos 

¶ Danish, TV2 

¶ Arabic, All Prints 

¶ Swedish, Nortström 

¶ Finnish, Nortström 
 

Materials available:  Bound Book or pdf galley 

What people are saying about this book: 

MeislerΩs book is comprehensive and well-written...anyone genuinely interested in the affairs of this all-important 
world body, ultimate guarantor of peace and stability, should read it. 
 -The Irish Times 
  
Meisler has done an admirable Ƨƻō ƛƴ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ŀƴŘ ǎƘǊŜǿŘ ƳŀƴΧŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘΦ 

-Books Quarterly, March 2007 
 

Meisler is a distinguished foreign affairs correspondent who has known Annan for many years and interviewed him 
for this book. 

-Diplomat, March 2007 
 
This is a thoroughly readable book which sheds light on a complicated, brilliant yet vulnerable individual who 
steered the UN safely though some of the worst years in its history. 
 -The Canberra Times (Australia) 
 
Kofi Annan is one of the worldΩs most compelling figures. This is both an absorbing biography of a remarkable man 
and a fast-paced history of the United Nations at the opening of a new century. Stanley Meisler has made the UN 
story come alive as a flesh-and-blood drama of outsized egos clashing over high-stakes issues. 
 -Doyle McManus, Los Angeles Times Washington bureau chief, panelist on άWashington Week in Reviewέ 
(PBS), and author of Flashpoints: Promise and Peril in a New World (Random House, 1991; Ballantine, 1993) and 
other books 
 
[This is] a revealing and timely portrait of a remarkable man who has helped shape the first years of the 21

st
 

century. After finishing Stanley MeislerΩs book, my only regret is that Kofi Annan isnΩt running for president of the 
United States. HeΩd have my vote in a heartbeat. 
 -David Lamb, author of Vietnam, Now: A Reporter Returns (PublicAffairs, 2003), The Arabs (Random 
House, 1987; rev. ed., Vintage, 2002), The Africans (Random House, 1983; rev. ed., Vintage, 1987) 
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Stanley Meisler, an old and steady hand at the UN, has written a readable, wise, balanced and most thoughtful 
biography of Secretary General Kofi Annan. The focus is on his victories and defeats as Secretary General and on 
his problems and challenges and how he faced them. Stanley looks at the charges against him as well as his 
undoubted contributions and calls it as he sees it. This book is essential for anyone who wants to understand Kofi 
AnnanΩs contribution to the ΨhouseΩ as well as the genesis and exodus of the attacks against him. 

-Thomas R. Pickering, former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations and former Undersecretary of State 
 
Stanley Meisler is one of the most talented, entertaining and experienced writers in American journalism. Nobody 
can write about the United Nations the way he can. His newspaper coverage of the early 1990s punctured the 
pieties of American officials such as Madeleine Albright, and his book about the U.N. is the most readable account 
to date of the institution and its history. No one is better qualified and positioned than he to write a book about 
Kofi Annan. 
 -James Mann, author of the best-selling Rise of the Vulcans: The History of BushΩs War Cabinet (Viking, 
2004), and the author-in-residence at the School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University, 
Washington 
 

 
 

 

 
Mark Bego 
 
BILLY JOEL: 
THE BIOGRAPHY 

Billy Joel, the son of German Jews who fled the Nazis in the mid-1930s for America, ranks among rock & rollΩs most 
talented musicians and accomplished songwriters. His classical training and reverence for Broadway musicals have 
served as a counterpoint to his early grounding in the Long Island bar-band scene and his love of rhythm & blues. 
The result has been his own enthusiastic yet musically sophisticated approach to rock & roll. According to Joel, his 
diverse influences include Beethoven, the Beatles, Dave Brubeck, George Gershwin, Phil Spector, Ray Charles and 
Fats Domino, whom Joel inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1986. From romantic ballads to hard-rocking material, 
with elements of jazz, pop and soul thrown into the mix, Joel has applied his skills in a diversity of settings.  
 
Mark Bego, the biographer of Madonna and Michael Jackson, Bette Midler and Whitney Houston, is the author of 
over 45 best-selling books on rock & roll and show business, including two New York Times bestsellers, a Los 
Angeles Times bestseller, and a Chicago Tribune bestseller, three million-sellers, and two half-million selling titles. 
With over eight million copies of his books in print, he is widely acknowledged as one of the best-selling 
biographers in the rock and pop music field. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ North American English, hardcover 2007, ThunderΩs Mouth/Avalon 

¶ North American English, trade paperback 2008; Da Capo Press/Perseus 

¶ UK, JR Books 

¶ Japanese, Toho 
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ThunderΩs Mouth Press will publish Billy Joel: The Biography by Mark Bego. Son of German Jews who fled the Nazis 
in 1930, itΩs BillyΩs Bronx childhood, early struggles, stint as a lounge pianist, 1971 poorly received άCold Spring 
Harbor,έ on and up to his six Grammys, 1999 Rock and Roll Hall of Fame induction, Tony for his άMovinΩ Outέ 
BΩway show, 12 sold-out Madison Square Garden gigs, plus substance abuse, car crashes, repeat rehabs, Christie 
Brinkley divorce. Pub date is June.  

- Cindy Adams, New York Post (March 8, 2007) 
 

Rush & Molloy     
Bego, whoΩs written more than 45 celebrity books with 10 million copies in print, and whose Billy Joel: The 
Biography comes out in June, seems to have found the Piano ManΩs Achilles heel: HeΩs cheap, claim three 
dissatisfied musicians whoΩve played with him: Doug Stegmeyer, Russell Javors and Liberty DeVitto. Perhaps Joel 
became extra-cautious after feeling ripped off by his manager and onetime brother-in-law, Frank Weber, whom he 
sued for $90 million in 1989. Or he may have been raised to be frugal in a family that lost everything to the 
bŀȊƛǎΧJoelΩs spokeswoman would only say: άBilly hasnΩt seen the book and has no comment.έ 

- Rush & Malloy, New York Daily News (March 19, 2007) 
 

 
 

 

 
Michael Popkin 
 
TAMING THE SPIRITED CHILD: PARENTING 
STRATEGIES FOR RAISING CHALLENGING 
CHILDREN WITHOUT BREAKING THEIR 
SPIRITS 

Dr. Michael H. Popkin, the president of Active Parenting Publishers, is best known for pioneering the field of video 
based parent education with the introduction of the Active Parenting Discussion Program in 1983. Since then he 
has authored and produced over thirty books and videos, such as Active Parenting Today and Active Parenting of 
Teens that have been used around the world to teach millions of parents how to raise happy and successful 
children. A frequent keynote speaker and media guest, he has appeared on over 200 television shows including 
The Oprah Winfrey Show, Montel Williams, and as a regular parenting expert on CNN. Following the first Gulf War 
in 1991, Dr. Popkin made four trips on behalf of the government of Kuwait to train social service workers in how to 
help victims of the war heal from their experiences and to teach parents his methods of parenting. His most recent 
book, Getting Through to Your Kids (Perigee/Penguin, 2002) has been featured on dozens of shows. He is currently 
the national spokesperson for Take 10, a teen smoking prevention initiative that has helped thousands of parents 
talk to their children and teens about not smoking. Dr. Popkin earned his Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology at Georgia 
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Rights already licensed:   

¶ US, Touchstone Fireside/Simon & Schuster, spring 2007 

Materials available:  Bound Book or pdf galley  
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Psychologist and parenting expert Popkin, a frequent Oprah guest, devotes his latest title to helping parents ΨtameΩ 
kids who are difficult or spirited. Popkin has a fondness for acronyms, such as CAPPS to describe the spirited child 
as Curious, Adventurous, Powerful, Persistent and Sensitive. Parents may very well recognize their childΩs traits in 
these pages and appreciate the authorΩs understanding of the frustration spirited kids often inspire. Popkin offers 
parents strategies to calm and defuse their childΩs anger, and ways to build a nurturing relationship without 
fighting or giving in, such as using his FLAC process (Ψmeant to reduce the amount of flack in your relationship with 
your child,Ω using Feelings, Limits, Alternatives and Consequences). Many books offer pick-and-choose options, but 
Popkin encourages readers to read his complete work before trying his tactics, as his methods are interwoven in a 
manner than helps build and balance the parent/child relationship. Included are plenty of hands-on activity 
suggestions parents can employ to avoid power struggles and give spirited kids the time, space and behavior 
structures they need. Tackling the book in its modest entirety will be easy for most readers as Popkin is an 
entertaining writer with keen insights; his own son was a spirited youngster, and the author draws from personal 
experience as well as his professional expertise. 

-Publishers Weekly 
 
Popkin takes a compassionate and realistic perspective about what characterizes a child as άspiritedέ and how to 
tame (not break) the child in ways that build a loving relationship and set the foundation for her or him to thrive in 
society. He emphasizes that itΩs about changing the childΩs ways, not the childΩs being. There is extensive discussion 
of the authorΩs ά8 sided taming corralέ approach. Each άplank,έ or idea/skill, is examined in detail in the preceding 
chapters. The book ends with an action plan followed by resources. Whereas Mary Sheedy Kurcinka in Raising Your 
Spirited Child emphasized understanding what makes a child act the way she or he does, Popkin concentrates on 
relationship building. Highly recommended for all public libraries. 

-Library Journal (2/15/07) 
 
When youΩve watched all the Super Nanny you can stand and the kids are still throwing tantrums, turn to this book 
by Atlanta child psychologist Michael Popkin, Ph. D., and diffuse power struggles with positivity. 

-Atlanta Magazine (March 2007), Critics Choice: This MonthΩs Picks  
 

NOTE:  Mendel Media Group also represents the foreign rights to Dr. PopkinΩs Active Parenting list of bestselling 
parenting books (with over 1.8 million copies sold). A separate section describing these titles is included for your 

consideration. 
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June Skinner Sawyers 
 
READ THE BEATLES: 
CLASSIC AND NEW WRITINGS ON THE 
BEATLES, THEIR LEGACY, AND WHY THEY 
STILL MATTER  

This indispensable collection of music criticism and cultural history will be the first book to consider in depth the 
relationship between the joint and independent music careers of the members of the legendary band, άThe 
Beatles.έ The book includes a Foreword by Astrid Kirchherr. 
 
A native of Glasgow, Scotland, June Skinner Sawyers is an editor and free-lance writer. She is the resident expert 
in Celtic music for the Newberry Library in Chicago and a frequent contributor to the Chicago Tribune, and the 
author of the widely acclaimed Celtic Music: A Complete Guide (US, DaCapo, 2001; UK, Aurum) and Racing in the 
Streets: The Bruce Springsteen Reader (Penguin, 2004), among other works.  

Rights already licensed:   

¶ US, Penguin, 2006 

Materials available:  Bound Book or pdf galley 

 
 

 

 
Michael Gorman 
 
REAL MEN DONΩT SAY άSPLENDIDέ: 
A LEXICON OF UNMANLINESS 

 
lexicon Ωleksu`kón noun 
1. A language userΩs knowledge of words 
- vocabulary, mental lexicon 
2. A reference book containing an alphabetical list of words with information about them 

unmanliness ( n-m n l ) noun 
1. The trait of being effeminate (derogatory of a man) - effeminacy, effeminateness, sissiness, softness, 
womanishness, gutlessness, yellowness, yellow streak. See fear/courage. See gender. 
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Michael Gorman is a stand-up comedian and commercial real estate broker. This is his first book.  
 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ English Language Rights, Peter Pauper Press, hardcover gift book, 2007 

Materials available:  Bound Book or pdf galley 

 
 

 

 
Lisa Rogak, editor 
 
BARACK OBAMA IN HIS OWN WORDS  

The first-ever collection of quotations, both written and spoken, by the man most likely to become the first 
African-American president of the United States of America. 
 
Lisa Rogak is the author of more than forty books, on topics ranging from nutrition and wellness to cooking and 
politics. She has written for many newspapers and major magazines, and her books have been covered both by 
book industry writers and in off-the-book-page media. Her works have been reviewed and otherwise mentioned in 
The Wall Street Journal, Parade magazine, USA Today, Family Circle, and hundreds of other publications. She 
appeared on Oprah as the featured guest in a show about small towns, to promote her book Moving to the 
Country Once and For All. RogakΩs book, Howard Dean in His Own Words (St. MartinΩs Press, 2003), made the 
BookSense Extended List in January 2004, and her book, The Man Behind The Da Vinci Code: An Unauthorized 
Biography of Dan Brown (Andrews McMeel, 2006), has been published in 29 languages around the world.  Her 
website is at www.lisarogak.com. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ US, English Language, PublicAffairs, 2007 

¶ Japanese, Aspect 

¶ Korean, Joongang 

¶ Italian, Valter Casini 

¶ Chinese (mainland), International Culture Publishing 

¶ Indonesian, PT Gramedia Pustaka Utama 
 

Materials available:  Bound Book or pdf galley 

 
 

http://www.lisarogak.com/
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Behzad Yaghmaian 
 
EMBRACING THE INFIDEL:  
STORIES OF MUSLIM MIGRANTS ON THE 
JOURNEY WEST  

A moving collection of narratives about the Iranian-born authorΩs experiences with migrants from Muslim lands, 
who are desperately attempting to smuggle themselves into western Europe and North America.  From the slums 
of Istanbul and Bulgaria to migrant camps in Greece to safe houses in France and the United Kingdom, Behzad 
Yaghamaian traveled for two years in the netherworld of Muslim migration to the West. Embracing the Infidel is 
the first book ever to examine intimately the culture, politics, hopes and dreams of today's Muslim migrants, 
following their journey in search of a better life in the West. It offers an often neglected, human perspective of 
these displaced people by a writer who lived and traveled with the people featured in the book. The events of 
September 11th and the subsequent war on terror completely changed the world of migration and all but closed 
Western borders to Muslim immigration as it raised feelings of fear, distrust, and intrigue about these persons. 
Yet, displaced Muslims constitute an increasingly larger percent of migrants in transit and their numbers in camps 
bordering Western Europe are growing. Embracing the Infidel tells the stories of a few of these powerless, often 
stereotyped, people in words and stunning black and white photographs.  
 
Born in Iran and nationalized in the United States, Behzad Yaghmaian has traveled extensively in both the Third 
World and Europe. From 1998 to 1999, he was a columnist for the popular Iranian newspaper, Neshat, and over 
the past fifteen years he has studied, taught, and written about issues of political economy, globalization, and the 
Middle East for publications such as The Chicago Tribune, Le Monde Diplomatique, and the online journal 
CounterPunch. 

Rights already licensed:   

¶ English language, Delacorte/Bantam Dell, hardcover 2005, trade paperback 2006 

¶ Italian, Stile Libero/Einaudi 

¶ multiple English language magazine serializations, in Islamica [UK], Mo [Belgium], and Odyssey [Greece] 
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άWƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǘƻƭŘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎƘ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  
Behzad Yaghmaian smashes the stereotype that the Muslim world breeds only Islamist terrorists, hellbent on 
destroying the West.  Instead, he introduces us to scruffy, determined bands of Muslim men and women who are 
ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƪƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΧǘƻ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
and social oppression in their native countries.  Over countless cups of sweet Middle-Eastern tea, he shares the 
touching, often disturbing oral histories of these modern-Řŀȅ ƘƻōƻǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ΨǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƛƭǎΩΤ ǇŀŘŘƭƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǎŜŀǎ ƛƴ 
rubber rafts and crossing snow-covered mountains on foot without maps or compasses.  Along the way, 
Yaghmaian offers the reader vivid descriptions of the waterfront street bazaars in Istanbul, the migrant ghettos of 
Athens, and the creepy underworld of human smugglers.  By the end, you realize the clash of civilizations is not 


