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“With each novel she
writes, Nancy continues
to surprise me with
the complexity of her
suspense plots.”
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In her latest romantic thriller, Bush gets inside the mind of a
game-obsessed serial killer

he latest installment in
bestselling author Nancy
Bush’s Rafferty Family
series, The Killing Game,
out in July, is more than
a suspense novel: it’s a
deep dive into the dark—and hauntingly
compelling—mind of a killer. “I like games.
All kinds... Killing is the best game, by far,”
the novel’s villain says in the first pages of
the book; the revelation of his identity will
take even seasoned suspense fans completely by surprise, but that’s just part of
the seemingly sinister mind of Bush.
Not so, Bush says. “I wanted a story
about a killer who is a master game
player,” she explains. “But I also wanted
a damaged heroine who is struggling to
put her life back together, unaware that
her problems are being exacerbated by a
killer who has her in his sights.”
What makes The Killing Game so powerful
is Bush’s deep interest in—even sympathy
for—her characters, as well as her attraction to the unusual. “For me, getting inside
his or her mind is just letting go of all
the rules,” Bush says. “It’s
amazing what you can
dream up when social
conventions are gone.”
The Killing Game follows
Andi Wren, who, after her
husband dies, is left with
a controlling interest in
his company, much to
the chagrin of his family.
Meanwhile, she begins
receiving ominous notes
from a stalker obsessed
with women named after
birds: ”Little birds
should be careful whom
they choose as a mate.”
As this stalker homes in
on his target, it becomes
clear that he’s drawn Andi into a
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dad and his boy.
I never meant for you to read it, to be quite honest. I wrote it just
of
because I was trying to sort out my own thoughts, and I’m the kind
of
person who needs to see what I’m thinking on paper to make sense
it. But it turned into a small tale of how I’m dealing with slowly losing
the greatest minds I know, about missing someone who is still here,
now,
and how I wanted to explain it all to my children. I’m letting it go
for what it’s worth.
It’s about fear and love, and how they seem to go hand in hand
most of the time. Most of all it’s about time. While we still have it.
Thank you for giving this story yours.

Sincerely,
Fredrik Backman
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