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This year’s Bologna Children’s Book Fair has a different 
look for the 1,300 exhibitors and other industry members 
expected for the 2018 event. The biggest change is the new 
construction to the fairgrounds. As part of the process halls 
29 and 30 have been dismantled, and the exhibitors who 
usually exhibit there have been moved to halls 21, 22, and 
32. 

“It was a challenge to move everyone, largely because 
the shape of the halls is different,” says Elena Pasoli, group 
product manager of the fair. “But it is only for one year.” 
She notes that halls 29 and 30 will reopen next year, which 
will again require another move. “It is a challenge for some 
publishers, but we really think they are going to love the 
new halls when they see them.” 

The construction is likely a minor inconvenience in what 
looks to be an engaging program of conferences, exhibitions, 
award ceremonies, and events. New this year is the inau-
gural European Children’s Bookstores Conference, which 
will be held on Thursday and is expected to draw more 
than 100 booksellers from across the Continent and the 
U.K. Featured speakers include Julia Eccleshare, former 
children’s book editor at the Guardian, and Thierry Magnier, 
publisher and president of the Groupe Jeunesse of Syndicat 
National de l’Édition in France. “We want to create a space 
at the fair where booksellers are welcome, and our intention 
is, in the future, to extend this to include all international 
booksellers,” Pasoli says.

Other new events include a half-day conference covering 
audiobook publishing, with representatives from Audible, 
the Audio Publishers Association, Disney, and Storytel, 
among others. Another half day of panel discussions will 
be devoted to children’s books about art, architecture, and 
design, featuring Steven Guarnaccia, illustrator and pro-
fessor at Parsons School of Design; Allyn Johnston, v-p 
and publisher of Beach Lane Books at Simon & Schuster; 

Big, Bold Moves

Silvana Sola, curator of the Children’s Books on Art project 
and professor of history of illustration at Istituto Superiore 
per le Industrie Artistiche in Urbino, Italy; and others. 

“One of the highlights for me this year will be the oppor-
tunity for the fair to mark the 65th anniversary of the New 
York Times Illustrated Chil-
dren’s Books of the Year,” 
Pasoli says. The event will be 
celebrated with a speech by 
children’s book historian 
Leonard Marcus, as well as a 
pair of panels—one dedi-
cated to editors and art 
directors, and another to 
illustrators—hosted by 
Maria Russo, children’s 
books editor of the New 
York Times. 

As always, exhibitions of 
books and illustrations are 
highlights of this year’s event. 
One pavilion, situated 
between halls 21 and 22, 
features more than 200 
works originally displayed 
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BY ED NAWOTKA

The Bologna Children’s Book Fair is 
updating its facilities and reaching out 
to new audiences, including, for the 
first time, booksellers

Events  •  Author Signings  •  New Titles 

Product Demos  •  Rights & Licensing


