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TORONTO, CANADA—Announcing the Toronto Comic Arts Festival 2015! 

Over 300 cartoonists from Canada and around the world are on their 

way to Toronto this May, to celebrate the very best in comics, graphic 

novels, bandes dessinées, and manga! A week-long Festival of readings, 

launches, and art events culminating in a massive, FREE two-day 

exhibition at Toronto Reference Library, May 9th and 10th, 2015! 

 

For more than a decade, The Toronto Comic Arts Festival has showcased 

the incredible comics art being made here in Canada, and invited the 

attention of the international cartooning community. The 2015 

programme continues to build on those successes, with an increase in 

programming, and a renewed focus on Canadian cartoonists from coast 

to coast! 

 

TCAF 2015 will welcome a remarkable array of authors! 

Highlights from the author guests include: 

 

http://beguilingbooksandart.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=067140197ebcd2ac868ab3d6e&id=e0e10a1b78&e=d14bc81032


Charles Burns: Creator of Black Hole, one of the 

most important graphic novels of all time, Burns 

will be at TCAF to celebrate his recently completed 

new graphic novel series X’ed Out (Pantheon 

Books). 

 

 

Eleanor Davis: An outstanding cartoonist and 

editorial illustrator (The New Yorker, New York 

Times), Davis’ recent graphic novel release How To 

Be Happy (Fantagraphics) is one of the best graphic 

novels of 2014, and TCAF is thrilled to welcome this 

cartoonist to Toronto. 

 

 

Gurihiru: This dynamic cartooning duo hails from 

Tokyo, Japan, and is beloved in North America for 

their original graphic novels set in the universe 

of Avatar: The Last Airbender (Dark Horse). 

 

 

Lucy Knisley: A long-time supporter of the 

Festival, Knisley’s memoirs and travelogues are 

well-loved across the continent. Knisley attends as 

a Featured Guest in 2015, in support of her new 

travelogue/graphic 

novel Displacement (Fantagraphics). 

 



 

Scott McCloud: Creator of the essential comics 

text Understanding Comics, TCAF will welcome 

McCloud to Toronto in support of his acclaimed new 

graphic novel The Sculptor (First Second Books). 

 

 

Barbara Stok: Hailing from The Netherlands, Stok 

has an impressive collection of graphic novels to 

her credit. TCAF is happy to welcome her as a 

Featured Guest of the Festival in 2015, in 

conjunction with her debut English-language 

graphic novel release Vincent (SelfMadeHero), an 

important and critically-praised biography of Vincent Van Gogh. 

 

 

Jillian Tamaki: With her cousin Mariko Tamaki, 

Jillian Tamaki’s 2014 TCAF Debut This One 

Summer (Groundwood/First Second) took home a 

Governor General’s Award, a Caldecott Honor, and 

a Printz Honor. In 2015, Jillian Tamaki will 

release SuperMutantMagicAcademy (Drawn & 

Quarterly), her hilarious new graphic novel 

Chip Zdarsky: Hometown favourite and emerging 

international superstar Zdarsky (a.k.a. Steve 

Murray) is welcomed as a Featured Guest for 2015! 

Best-known for his ground-breaking comic 

series Sex Criminals (with writer Matt Fraction), 



spring 2015 will see the launch of his new series Kaptara (Image 

Comics) with fellow Toronto illustrator Kagan McLeod, and a relaunch of 

Marvel Comics’ Howard The Duck. 

 

And these are just the first nine featured guests among the more 

than 300 Canadian and International cartoonists participating in 

the 2015 Festival.  

 

Featured guests will continue to be announced through February and 

March, with special guests from France, Italy, Germany, Japan, and the 

U.S. and Canada still to be revealed! 

 

TCAF 2015 will also feature several programming spotlights, 

including a special tribute to esteemed Canadian graphic novel 

published Drawn & Quarterly, on the occasion of their 

25th Anniversary. 

 

Additional Programs will be announced in February and March, 

including the CSSC-SCEBD Academic Conference, Library & 

Educator Day, Word Balloon Academy, Comics Vs. Games 4, 

Gallery Showings, Screenings, and much more. Visit TCAF online 

for up-to-the-minute updates. 

 

Website: http://www.torontocomics.com 

Twitter: @Torontocomics 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/TorontoComics 

Tumblr: http://torontocomics.tumblr.com/ 

 

- 
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MEDIA 

 

Please include in your listings. The Toronto Comic Arts Festival 

2015, Saturday May 9, 9am-5pm, and Sunday May 10, 11am-5pm, @ 

Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge Street. Attendance is FREE to the 

public. Select guest bios and images are available upon request. Please 

send all inquiries to media@torontocomics.com. 

 

-- 

 

SPONSORS 

 

The Toronto Comic Arts Festival would not be possible without the 

assistance of our sponsors and partners, including presenting sponsor 

Toronto Public Library and primary sponsor The Beguiling Books & Art. 

 

TCAF is produced with the support of the City of Toronto through the 

Toronto Arts Council. 

 

We would also like to acknowledge funding support from the Ontario 

Arts Council, an agency of the Government of Ontario. 

 

We acknowledge the support of the Canada Council for the Arts, which 

last year invested $157 million to bring the arts to Canadians 

throughout the country. 

 

Nous remercions le Conseil des arts du Canada de son soutien. L’an 

dernier, le Conseil  a investi 157 millions de dollars pour mettre de l’art 

dans la vie des Canadiennes et des Canadiens de tout le pays. 
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TCAF would like to recognize The Dutch Foundation for Literature for 

helping sponsor Barbara Stok's appearance at the festival. 

 

Sponsorship opportunities for TCAF 2015 are still available, 

please contact us at: contact@torontocomics.com for more info.
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